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Getting Started

Have students copy the terms
and places from the Chapter
Preview into their notebooks.
They should define each term and
identify each place as they read the
sections of the chapter.

Class Discussion

Have students list the symbols
of Australia that are presented on
these pages (either visually or in
print). Are there other symbols
they can name?
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People

Kevin Rudd, Sir Henry Ayers, Captain
James Cook, prime minister, monarch,
governor-general, Queen Elizabeth Il

Places

Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean, Mount
Kosciuszko, Lake Eyre, Sydney,
Brisbane, Melbourne, Tasmania, Great
Barrier Reef, Coral Sea, Great Dividing
Range, Uluru/Ayers Rock, Great Victoria
Desert, Canberra

Terms

outback, natural resource, monolith,
Aborigines, nomadic, indigenous,
Stolen Generations, Commonwealth
Parliament, constituency, territory,
electorate, tariff, quota, embargo,
currency, Gross Domestic Product
(GDP), literacy, entrepreneur, autonomy,
ANZUS security treaty

Top: Uluru, or Ayers Rock, lies near
the center of Australia. Background:
Sydney Opera House has become a
symbol for Australia’s largest city.

NOTE: Websites appear, disappear,
and change addresses constantly. The
Internet addresses included through-
out this program were operative when
the text was published.




What do you think of when someone mentions Australia? Many people
think of kangaroos, koalas, the outback, or boomerangs. Others think
of entertainers such as Cate Blanchett, Hugh Jackman, Nicole Kidman,
Keith Urban, or Chris Hemsworth. Australia is also known for its unique

. iy and beautiful landscape and rich natural resources. However, one of the

o main reasons we need to learn more about Australia is that the country
is an important friend to the United States.

Addressing Multiple
Learning Styles

Tell students to think of what
they know about Australia. Then

have them write five questions
This unit has focused on countries with British ties. Like the United .
States and Canada, Australia was colonized long ago by people from Great they would like to have answered
Britain. In North America, the Georgia colony was founded by British as they study Australia this year.
General James Oglethorpe in 1733. Georgia joined 12 other colonies to
create an independent country, the United States of America, in 1776. A
war for independence followed in which the British lost control of a large R d . t t
portion of North America. €a Ing QUO ations
ik The history of Australia is a bit different. The first British colonists Ask students to read aloud the
: arriveftl in. Australia in 1788—the year after the United States adopts'ed its qu otation by former Prime Min-
Constitution. The colony at New South Wales was to be a penal (prison)

colony. As time passed, more colonies were started in Australia. There ‘ ‘ ister Kevin Rudd. What do they

was no war for independence as there had been in North America in ‘ T . SNt think he means by becoming ”fu||y

1776. Instead, the six colonies in Australia voted to become one nation, . " reconciled to their past”? Do the

independent yet connected to their mother country. The United Kingdom . in the history of p : Yy

(Great Britain) did not engage in a war to keep control of Australia. Instead, nations when their think they will learn the answer to

the Commonwealth of Australia was formed in 1901 without bloodshed. peoples must become that question when studying this

The country was independent of the United Kingdom but shared the same p . 2 .

WO, | ully reconciled to chapter? Can students relate his
Because of our common ancestry, we may think of Australia as a cousin their past if they words to any incidents in the life

to the United States. However, Australia has had its own distinct history, are to go forward of our country, state, or commu-

and it has grown into a fully independent leader among nations. Through

all of its history, Australia has been a friend and ally to the United States. | ih conficeliEiee nity?
embrace their future.
- Kevin Rudd,
B Something Extra about
i ! i Australia

of Australia
Though often called a“koala

bear,"the koala is a marsupial.
Its closest living relative is the
wombat.

A typical koala is 24-33 inches
long and weighs 9-33 pounds.

It is recognized by its stout,
tailless body with thick silver or
brown fur and a large head with
round, fluffy ears and a large oval
nose.

Y Most of koalas' diet is made up
of eucalyptus leaves. Because their
diet has limited nutrition, koalas
are sedentary and sleep up to 20
hours a day.

= i Being marsupials, koalas give
s = Té’p”l{}h&( NC?’IEQ birth to underdeveloped young

= ! that crawl into their mothers’

f pouches and stay there for six
- or seven months. The young are

Eﬁ ; b b= . called joeys.

Right: The koala makes its home in
Australia and is a symbol of Australia’s
unusual wildlife.
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Research Activity
Have students conduct research
on the Australian flag, individually
or in groups. What do the different
symbols on the flag represent?

Using Geography Skills:
Maps

Have students locate on Map
11.1 (page 269) the four cities iden-
tified on the immigration stamps.
What do these cities have in com-
mon? (They are all located on the
coast.)

Class Activity

Have the students copy the ma-
jor aspects of Australia’s govern-
ment into their notebooks.

Class Discussion

As a class, discuss the role of
the Australian monarch in rela-
tionship to her role as the British
queen.
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Official Name: Commonwealth of Australia

AUSTRALIA
* et x

IMMIGRAT 10N Capital: Canberra

\ ADELAIDE

RSN AIRPORT
—_———

Form of Government: parliamentary democracy
and a Commonwealth realm; two houses of
legislature (Senate; House of Representatives)

Head of Government: Prime Minister

Head of State: British Monarch represented by
Governor-General

Suffrage: 18 years of age; universal and compulsory

Currency: Australian dollar (Code: AUD; Symbol: $)

Top: Flag of Australia. Top Right:
Malcolm Turnbull became Australia’s
prime minister in 2014. Middle Left:
Queen Elizabeth II. Middle Right: Peter
Cosgrove was named governor-general
of Australia in 2014. Bottom Left:
Parliament House, Canberra. Bottom
Right: Australian coins and banknotes.
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Introduction

CULTURE
CO&NNECTION

{§} PoPULATION

111 1Ry

Australia United States
24,127,000 (est. 2016) 324,386,000 (est. 2017)
Population Rank 55 Population Rank 3

™ ETHNIC GROUPS

M English 25.9%

M Australian 25.4%

M Irish 7.5%,

I Scottish 6.4%

I Italian 3.3%

M German 3.2%

[ Chinese 3.1%

¥ Indian 1.4%

M Greek 1.4%
Dutch 1.2%

W other 15.8%

M unspecified 5.4%

J\ RELIGION

Protestant 30.1%
Catholic 25.3%
Orthodox 2.8%
Buddhist 2.5%
Muslim 2.2%
Hindu 1.3%
other1.3%
none 22.3%
unspecified X3

o] 5 10 15 20 25 30

Q FUN FACTS

Australia is known as the
“land down under” because of
its location south of the Equator.

Official Language:

English

Words different from
American English

Aussie - an Australian
Barbie - barbecue grill
Boomer - a male kangaroo
G’Day - Hello!

Hooroo- Good bye

Ute - a pickup truck

or utility vehicle

Whacker - a stupid person
Yabber - to talk a lot

z LIFE EXPECTANCY

Average 82.15 years
Male 79.7 years
Female 84.74 years

I_!!I EDUCATION

Literacy 99%
Education Expenditures 5.6% of GDP
Rank 56
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Reading Strategies

Have the students create a
chart of the major statistics about
Australia found in the Culture Con-
nection.

Graphic Organizer:
T Chart

Have students create a T Chart
comparing the population and
cultural statistics of Australia with
those of the United States.

Higher Level Thinking

Ask: What does the Ethnic
Group graph suggest about the his-
tory of immigration to Australia?

Going Deeper

Instruct the students to research
the education system of Australia
and compare it to the education
system of Georgia.
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Chapter 11: Commonwealth of Australia

Teach the Timeline

Instruct the class to list the ma-
jor events that involved the British.
In what year did the United States
and Australia establish relations?
What major event was going on in
the world during that time period?

Historical Inquiry

Have the class choose four or
five major events that are part of
the timeline and allow them to
research those events deeper.

Something Extra about
Australia

The longest straight railroad
track in the world is in Western
Australia and is 297 miles dead
straight with no curves.

Using Photographs and
lllustrations

Ask students if they can identify
the instrument the Aborigine is
playing in the background picture.
They can search the Internet for
“Australian musical instruments”
to find the answer. They may even
find examples of its sound. (It is
the didgeridoo or didjeridu.)
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Top Left: Aborigine cave drawing.
Top Middle: Captain James Cook.
Top Right: The ruins of Port Arthur
Penitentiary, Tasmania. Middle Right:
An 1886 engraving by Andrew Garran
showing natives of the Gweagal tribe
opposing the arrival of Captain James
Cook in1770.

Figure 11.1

1606 1st Europeans arrived in Australia

U’Hm
FEELE
e

Captain James Cook left England to explore the South Seas on the Endeavour
Captain Cook charted eastern Australian coast
Penal colony established

= =

Aborigines arrived 40,000
or 50,000 years ago

1823 End of Australia as official penal colony
1st parliament established
1851 Beginning of gold rush
1868 End of transportation of prisoners to Australia
1873 Monolith named Ayers Rock
1st European crossed the Great Victoria Desert

Ny

Commonwealth of Australia formed
Beginning of Stolen Generations \\
1927 Planned capital of Canberra completed

1940 Australia and United States established diplomatic relation
1950 Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park established

1951 ANZUS security treaty

1952 Queen Elizabeth Il began reign as head of state
End of Stolen Generations

\
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Australia

Map Skill: Which of Australia’s
six states is the largest in area?
Which is the smallest?

Mapping Activity

Have students use Map 11.1 to
create a graphic organizer of the
states and territories of Australia.
They should list the physical fea-
tures of each.

Critical Thinking

Ask: Why are most major
Australian cities located along the
Pacific Coast?

Higher Level Thinking

How might Australia’s remote
location have a positive and
negative impact on the Australian
people?

Using Geography Skills

Australia is ranked 6th in land
area among the nations of the
world. Ask students to name the
top 5 countries in land area. (Rus-
sia, Canada, United States, China,
Brazil) Can they guess which
country is ranked 7th, right after
Australia? (India)

Something Extra about
Australia
Australia is the largest country
completely surrounded by water.
It is the largest country in the
southern hemisphere.

Answer to Map 11.1 Skill
Western Australia is largest;
Tasmania is smallest.
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Section 1
The Geography of
Australia

INTRODUCE

Outline

A. Location and Size of Australia

B. Climate of Australia

C. Distribution of People in
Australia

D. Natural Resources of Australia

E. Physical Features of Australia

Materials
Textbook, pages 270-277
Student Workbook
Teacher Tech Website
Lesson Plan
Guided Reading, 11.1
myworldstudies.com
Online Textbook

Getting Started

Have the students define the
terms and use them in sentences
of their own.

Using Photographs and
lllustrations

Ask students to look at the
size of Australia versus that of the
United States. Ask: Why do many
people underestimate the size of
Australia?
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Chapter 11: Commonwealth of Australia

The Geography
of Australia

As you read, look for

> Australia’s location in the world and its size;

» how Australia’s climate affects the distribution of its
people;

> the importance of Australia’s many natural
resources;

> unique physical features of the continent;

) terms: outback, natural resource, monolith,
Aborigines.

Location and Size of Australia

Australia is unique in that it is both a continent and a country. Austra-
lia’s land area is almost as large as the United States. This country-con-
tinent is located in the southern and eastern hemispheres, about 2,000
miles southeast of the Asian continent. Australia is surrounded by the
Pacific Ocean on the east and the Indian Ocean on the west.

In terms of size, Australia has a land area of about 2.97 million square
miles. Although this is just five percent of the world’s total land mass
(57,308,738 square miles), Australia is the world’s sixth-largest country
after Russia, Canada, the United States, China, and Brazil. It is the only
one of those nations that is surrounded by water on all sides.

270

Georgia Standards of Excellence for Section 1

SS6G11 Find specific features of Australia.

a. Find on a map: the Great Barrier Reef, Coral Sea, Uluru/Ayers Rock, In-
dian and Pacific Oceans, Great Dividing Range, and Great Victoria Desert.

SS6G12 Describe the impact of location, climate, distribution of natural

resources, and population distribution on Australia.

a. Understand how Australia’s location, climate, and natural resources im-
pact trade and affect where people choose to live.




Section 1: The Geography of Australia

Australia’s geography is unique in that it is the only country on the
world’s smallest and flattest continent. It is also the driest continent, other
than Antarctica. Australians say they come from a land “down under”
because their country is south of the Equator. The northern hemisphere
is about 40 percent land and 60 percent water. The southern hemisphere
is about 20 percent land and 80 percent water. This makes Australia
“down under” most other countries in the world on maps oriented with
north at the top.

The highest point on the Australian mainland is Mount Kosciuszko, in
New South Wales, at 7,310 feet above sea level. Compare this to Georgia’s
highest peak, Brasstown Bald, at 4,784 feet, or Stone Mountain at 1,043
feet above sea level. The lowest point in Australia is the dry bed of Lake
Eyre, South Australia, which is 50 feet below sea level.

Climate of Australia

The climate of Australia varies across the continent. Because Australia
is south of the Equator, the seasons are opposite those in the United States.
Summers are from December to March, and winters are from June to
September. The northern part of Australia is closest to the Equator and
has a tropical climate. It is warm to hot all year long. This area also gets
more rain than other parts of the country. There are seasons in this region,
wet and dry. Winter is wetter and cooler than the hot and dry summer.

The largest part of Australia is desert. Little rain falls in the central part
of the country. Most of the central part receives less than 10 inches of rain
each year. Only the southeast and southwest corners have a temperate
climate. They have summers that are not too hot and winters that are not
too cold, making the climate just about right according to the Australians
who call these areas home.

—aa~
e

Top: Bondi Beach in Sydney, New
South Wales. Middle: Kosciuszko
National Park, New South Wales.
Background: Twelve Apostles coastline
at sunset, Great Ocean Road, Victoria.

Class Discussion

Discuss as a class why Australia
is unique as both a continent and
an independent nation.

Reading Strategies

As they read, instruct the class
to create a concept map or outline
of the section.

Something Extra about
Australia

Australia has 16,006 miles of
coastline. The country with the
most coastline in the world is
Canada with 125,567 miles.

Using Geography Skills

The latitude of Georgia’s larg-
est city, Atlanta, is approximately
33.7°N. Have students find the
latitude of Australia’s largest city,
Sydney. (33.86°S) If these two cit-
ies are almost equally distant from
the Equator, do students think they
will have similar climates? What
other factors beside latitude might
influence their climate? (Sydney
is located by the sea; Atlanta is
inland and is located at a higher
altitude.)
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Critical Thinking

The Australian outback is criti-
cal to the economy of Australia,
despite its barren landscape and
desert climate. Ask: Why are non-
renewable resources so valuable to
the modern world?

Something Extra about
Australia

Australia’s richest person (2017)
is Gina Rinehart. Her net worth
is totaled at $15 billion, largely
earned through ownership of
an iron ore mining company in
Australia called Hancock Prospect-
ing. In 1999, Australia named a
mountain range after her family,
the Hancock Range.

Class Activity

Instruct the class to list the
various resources in the reading
selection on this page. Have them
decide what they believe are the
two most valuable resources. They
should write a brief explanation
why they decided on those two
resources.

Class Discussion

Explain to students that the
price of resources changes with the
demand or supply of that resource.
Ask if they remember what they
learned about supply and de-
mand—and their relationship to
price—in Chapter 3, pages 45-46.

T272

Below Left: Australia is the world’s
largest exporter of coal. Below Right:
Discovery of gold nuggets such as this
one started a gold rush in Australia in
1851. Bottom: The Super Pit gold mine
is one of Australia’s largest open-cut
gold mines.
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Chapter 11: Commonwealth of Australia

Distribution of People in Australia

The coastal areas of Australia are the most highly populated. Most
people live along the eastern coast. The most populated city is Sydney,
the capital of the state of New South Wales. Queensland is another state
in Australia. It is seven times larger than England. More than half of
Queensland’s population lives near its capital city of Brisbane. Nearly
80 percent of Australians live in urban areas. That makes Australia one
of the world’s most urbanized countries. About 70 percent of all Austra-
lians live in cities of more than 100,000 people. The cities of Sydney and
Melbourne each have over 4 million residents.

Natural Resources of Australia

The term outback refers specifically to Australia’s dry interior. The
outback is mainly open countryside, including vast areas of grazing land.
There are a few widely scattered settlements in the outback. Many of
these outback settlements grew up around mining operations.

Mining takes advantage of the natural resources (things that come
from Earth or nature that are useful to humans) in the ground. Austra-
lians mine for coal, iron ore, copper, tin, gold, silver, uranium, nickel,
tungsten, mineral sands, zinc, diamonds, lead, bauxite, oil, and natural
gas. Australia’s minerals are often found in
areas that are difficult to reach. Highways and
railroads are expensive to build, but they are
needed to transport workers and machinery
to remote locations. Once these resources
have been mined, expensive equipment is
needed to move the minerals to populated
areas for trade.
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Section 1: The Geography of Australia

Minerals have always been important to Australian trade. In the
mid-nineteenth century, Australia experienced a gold rush in its south-
ern region. Hundreds of thousands of speculators moved to Australia
in search of this precious metal. Most of these immigrants arrived from
England, Ireland, Germany, and China. In the past 20 years, Australia has
exported nearly $400 billion worth of metals, other minerals, and fuels.
The country exports more coal and iron ore—which are used in many
industries—than any other nation. Australia leads the world in the min-
ing of bauxite (from which we get aluminum), titanium, and industrial
diamonds. No country has more reserves of lead, cadmium, or nickel.
China and the United States are very interested in buying Australia’s
supplies of uranium, a metal needed to make nuclear fuel.

Another of Australia’s natural resources is arable land. There are
enough areas with good soil and rainfall to make farming an important
business. Farmers in Australia produce more food than Australians can
consume. The food from Australia’s farms is sold around the world. For
example, Australian farmers export over $5 billion in beef and $4 billion
in wheat each year. The United States buys about 10 percent of Australia’s
farm exports. Today the sale of natural resources accounts for one-third
of Australia’s economy.

Physical Features of Australia

The best way to visualize Australia is to think of huge desert plains
stretching across the country’s middle. There are milder climates along
the southeastern and southwestern coasts. That is why most Australians
live in these southern coastal regions, especially on the east coast.

The largest part of Australia consists of the semiarid or dry lands known
as the outback. Northern Australia, with its tropical climate, has a rain
forest, mangrove swamps, grassland, and even more desert.

Most of Australia is located on the continent’s mainland, but Australia
also includes Tasmania, a large island south of the mainland, and several
other islands in the Indian and Pacific Oceans. These two major oceans
surround Australia, along with some seas. Five important physical fea-
tures of Australia can be located on a political-physical map. These are
the Great Barrier Reef, the Coral Sea, the Great Dividing Ra

ers Rock, and the Great Victoria Desert.

Bottom: The “outback” or inland
regions of Australia are drier than areas
near the coast.

Reading Strategies

As the students read the subsec-
tion, have them write five major
facts about the natural resources of
Australia.

Critical Thinking

Ask: How do you believe the
gold rush affected the population
of Australia?

Graphic Organizer

Have students use a concept
web to categorize four different as-
pects of the physical environment
of Australia: landform regions,
climates, water resources, natural
resources.
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Using Geography Skills:
Maps

Have students refer to Map 11.1
on page 269 to locate the three
features highlighted on this page:
the Great Barrier Reef, Coral Sea,
and Great Dividing Range.

Something Extra about
Australia

The dugong is related to the
manatee (known in Florida and
the Caribbean) and is similar to
the manatee in appearance and
behavior. Though you would
never guess, both are related to the
elephant!

Dugongs can stay underwater
for six minutes as they graze on
underwater grasses.

The Great Barrier Reef provides
an important feeding ground for
this mammal. It houses a stable
population of around 10,000.

Dugongs are long lived; the old-
est recorded specimen reached age
73.They have few natural preda-
tors, although crocodiles, killer
whales, and sharks pose a threat
to the young.

Some believe dugongs were the
inspiration for ancient seafaring
tales of mermaids.

Class Discussion

Willis Island in the Willis Islets
of the Coral Sea usually has a
population of four weather observ-
ers and one technical officer. The
island is 1,600 feet long and 490
feet wide. Ask students to relate
those dimensions to something
familiar. (Point out that a football
field is 360 feet long when you
include the end zones.) Ask: What
would it be like to live on such a
small and isolated island?
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More than 100,000
people a year climb to
the top of Australia’s
tallest mountain, Mount
Kosciuszko.

Above: Coral and fish on the Great
Barrier Reef. Bottom: The Three Sisters
are a feature of the Great Dividing
Range in the Blue Mountains National

# Park of Australia.
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The Great Barrier Reef is the world’s largest coral reef, and it lies a
short distance off the northeast coast of Queensland. The reef extends
along Queensland’s coast for more than 1,200 miles in the Coral Sea. The
reef contains the world’s largest collection of coral. There are 400 types
of coral, more than 1,500 species of fish, and 4,000 types of mollusks
(animals like snails, clams, octopi, and squid). It is also home to some
rare species, including the “sea cow,” or dugong, and the large green
turtle. They depend on the Great Barrier Reef as their habitat.

The Coral Sea, an important source of coral for the Great Barrier Reef,
is part of the Pacific Ocean. The sea is off the northeast coast of Australia.
When Earth’s crust moved millions of years ago, the movement created
the Coral Sea and the Great Dividing Range, the largest mountain range
in Australia. Coral Sea islands are scattered over thousands of square
miles of ocean. Australia claimed these islands as a territory of Australia
in 1969. No one lives on these islands except for a small group of weather
specialists based on the Willis Islets. Many other Coral Sea islands and
reefs house automated weather stations and light beacons.

Stretching over 2,100 miles across eastern Australia is a series of pla-
teaus and low mountain ranges known together as the Great Dividing
Range. These mountains are the largest on the continent of Australia. A
section known as the Australian Alps has the highest peak in Australia.
This mountain, known as Mount Kosciuszko, is over 7,300 feet high.
Many of Australia’s rivers have their beginnings in the Great Dividing
Range. In fact, most of eastern Australia’s water supply comes from the
range. The water is used not only for drinking but for irrigation and
hydroelectric power. In colonial times, the Great Dividing Range was a
barrier to people moving west across Australia. Today modern railroads
and highways move people and goods through the mountains.
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Section 1: The Geography of Australia

Uluru/Ayers Rock

At almost the exact center of the continent a reddish rock towers out
of the flatlands. This rock is a monolith called Uluru. A monolith is the
visible part of a single, large rock sticking out of the earth. Stone Moun-
tain, near Atlanta, is a monolith made of granite. Uluru is the visible tip
of a massive underground sandstone rock cemented together by sand
and mud. Uluru appears reddish because its iron content “rusts” at the
surface. It is almost 6 miles wide around its base and rises 1,142 feet
above the surrounding plain. That is taller than a 100-story building.
The Aborigines (native people of Australia) named the monolith Uluru.
However, a European surveyor visited the rock in 1873 and named it af-
ter Sir Henry Ayers, a government official in South Australia at the time.
For many years this landform was called Ayers Rock. In 1950, Australia
created Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park, located in the southwest corner
of the Northern Territory.

The Great Victoria Desert

Southwest of Uluru are the states of South Australia and Western
Australia, home of the Great Victoria Desert. This desert receives only
eight to ten inches of rain each year, and it never receives snow. There
are some grasslands in the desert along with sandhills and salt lakes.
The first European to cross the desert in 1875 named it to honor Great
Britain’s Queen Victoria. It is a large area of more than 160,000 square
miles and is a protected wilderness area of Western Australia. Very few
Australians live in the Great Victoria Desert because it is too hot and dry.

Reviewing the Section

. 1. Why is Australia called the “land down under”?
,u 2. Describe the climate of Australia. What is different

about being located in the southern hemisphere?

3. How does the location of natural resources and the
ey climate affect where people choose to live in Australia?

re.

3

HIE

.,,;‘.fﬂ?m_ Above: “Aborigines” is the name

given to any of Australia’s indigenous
people. Left: A 1786 map of “New
Holland,” which would later be known
as Australia.
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Using Geography Skills:
Maps

Have students refer to Map
11.1 on page 269 to locate the two
features highlighted on this page:
Uluru/Ayers Rock and the Great
Victoria Desert.

Using Technology

Have students research for
images of Uluru. Ask them to de-
scribe the importance of Uluru.

Critical Thinking

Upon the discovery of Uluru,
the British gave the landform the
name Ayers Rock. How does this
reflect the British viewpoint of
discovery and imperialism? Should
Australians today refer to it as
Uluru or Ayers Rock?

ASSESS

Answers to Reviewing the

Section

1. Itis located in the southern
hemisphere.

2. The climate of Australia is
largely arid with regions of
more moderate climates.
Because it is in the southern
hemisphere, the seasons are
opposite those of the northern
hemisphere.

3. Peoplein Australia live along
the coastlines in large urban
areas where the climate is more
agreeable and port cities allow
for shipping. Some people live
in the outback, which is an
important mining area.

T275



Using Photographs and
lllustrations

Looking at the images of the
Great Barrier Reef, what do stu-
dents think draws so many tourists
to the area?

Class Activity

Strategically divide the class
into groups of four or five stu-
dents. Instruct the groups to brain-
storm some international solutions
or programs that can promote
awareness of the destruction of the
Great Barrier Reef.

Critical Thinking

Ask: How can the Great Barrier
Reef be a great teaching example
for the effects humans can have on
nature?

Developing Writing Skills
After researching tourism
on the Great Barrier Reef, have
students write a letter to a friend
describing the trip they took to the
Great Barrier Reef. What type of
vessel were they on? How long did
it take to reach their destination?
Did they dive on the reef? What
did they see?
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The Endangered Great
Barrier Reef

Movies and photos of Australia’s beautiful Great Barrier Reef
have made it famous. It is the world’s largest coral reef. Would you
like to visit it someday? Unfortunately, there is a chance it might
not exist by the time you are able to visit it. The Great Barrier Reef
is experiencing coral bleaching, which results when coral dies and
turns white. The tiny algae that live in the coral and provide its food
are dying out, which means the coral cannot survive. Scientists
are estimating that 50 percent of the Great Barrier Reef is dying
because of coral bleaching. Globally, this bleaching is affecting
about 12 percent of the world’s coral.




The main cause of coral bleaching is warmer ocean temperatures.
The weather pattern, El Nifio, as well as climate change, are working
together to increase the oceans’ temperatures. If the oceans’
temperatures do not cool, the coral will continue to die out at the
fastest rate in history.

In addition to coral bleaching, there are other problems that
are hurting the Great Barrier Reef. One of these problems is water
pollution. The source of most water pollution affecting the reef
is runoff from farms. The fertilizers and other chemicals used by
farmers cloud the water and block sunlight from reaching the coral.
This can lead to coral bleaching. Additionally, there are several ports
near the Great Barrier Reef that increase ship traffic and pollution
in the area. Finally, there is a problem with overfishing. One of
the popular tourist attractions in the reef area is fishing, which is
threatening many different species of fish, dolphins, and turtles.

Australia’s government is working to stop the decline of the Great
Barrier Reef. Not only is the reef an important habitat, it is also a
large source of revenue for the country’s economy. In fact, it brings
in about $6 billion a year, which means it is very important to the
Australian economy. The government is increasing its surveys of
the reef to monitor coral bleaching. Additionally, the government
is working to reduce the emission of carbon dioxide from internal
combustion engines (like those in cars and trucks), which is linked
to warming water temperatures. Finally, the government is trying
to limit the amount of water pollution that is entering the oceans,
as well as monitoring the amount of fishing that is taking place in
the reef areas. Can you think of something else that can be done
to save the Great Barrier Reef?

Something Extra about
Australia

According to the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration (NOAA), the Great Barrier
Reef is the largest living structure
on Earth.

Developing Writing Skills
Instruct the students to write a

paragraph about the size and im-

portance of the Great Barrier Reef.

Class Activity

As a class, visit the Austra-
lian government’s website WWW.
gbrmpa.gov.au/ on the Great
Barrier Reef. Distribute to each stu-
dent a letter-sized sheet of white
paper. The students should create
an awareness flyer on the plight of
the Great Barrier Reef. Encourage
the students to make the flyer both
eye catching and informative.

Class Discussion

UNESCO (United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganization) listed the Great Barrier
Reef as a World Heritage Site in
1981. It is one of only about 1,050
such sites in the world. What does
this say about the importance
of the Great Barrier Reef in our
world?
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Section 2
A Brief History of Australia

INTRODUCE

Outline

A. The Aborigines

B. Colonization of Australia

C. Prisoners as Colonists

D. European Impact on the
Aborigines

E. The Aborigines Today

F. Language in Australia

G. Religion in Australia

Materials
Textbook, pages 278-287
Student Workbook
Teacher Tech Website
Lesson Plan
Guided Reading, 11.2
myworldstudies.com
Online Textbook

Getting Started

Instruct students to define the
terms and write an explanation of
the importance of each term.

Reading Strategies

As the students read, instruct
them to create an outline or con-
cept map organizing the section.

A Brief History of
Australia

As you read, look for

> the original inhabitants of Australia;
> exploration and colonization by Europeans;
> Australia’s unique status as a penal colony;

> the importance of Great Britain to the
establishment of the country’s language and
religion;

) terms: nomadic, indigenous, Stolen Generations.

The Aborigines

Aborigines are the native people of Australia. The word aborigines
means “the people who were here from the beginning.” Just as Native
Americans lived in North and South America before the arrival of Eu-
ropean explorers, Aborigines lived in Australia long before Europeans
arrived. The Aborigines have occupied Australia for at least 40,000 years,
perhaps longer. They migrated from Southeast Asia and entered the '
continent from the north. Australia, Tasmania, and New Guinea were a
single landmass at that time.

The Aborigines developed efficient ways to adapt to the harsh Aus-
tralian environment. Their way of life was slow to change. They built
containers for storing water and built wells to connect with underground
water. They were hunters and gatherers who ate animals, wild nuts,
fruits, and berries. They were nomadic, moving from place to place in

v ~ search of food.
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Above: Uluru is a sacred space for
many Aboriginal people in Australia.

Georgia Standards of Excellence for Section 2

SS6H4 Analyze the impact of English colonization on current Aboriginal
basic rights, health, literacy, and language.

SS6E12 Identify factors that influence economic growth and assess their
presence or absence in Australia.

a. Describe how literacy rates affect the standard of living.
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Before the Europeans arrived in 1788, Aborigines numbered between
250,000 and 500,000. The Aborigines settled in the same places as pres-
ent-day Australians, where the climate was most pleasant and water was
available. In the tropical north, most Aborigines lived along the coasts
and rivers. The population density was low. For comparison, the city of
Atlanta, Georgia, has about 460,000 people. Imagine that many people
spread over a land area about the size of the continental United States.
There would seem to be vast spaces giving everyone plenty of room to live.

Colonization of Australia

The first Europeans to sail into Australian waters arrived in 1606. To
reach Australia from Europe, ships sailed south along the west African
coast to the Cape of Good Hope and then turned east across the Indian
Ocean. For nearly two hundred years, ships from several European nations
sailed to the continent.

In 1770, Captain James Cook of Great Britain charted the eastern Aus-
tralian coast in his ship Endeavour. Following orders from King George
111, Cook claimed the east coast for Great Britain and named eastern
Australia “New South Wales.” The British continued to map the coast
of Australia, including the island of Tasmania. The loss of the thirteen
colonies in North America increased Britain’s desire for new colonies. The
large, sparsely populated continent of Australia seemed a good place for
expansion. The British began to colonize Australia in 1788 by creating a
new penal colony using prisoners from Great Britain.

There were four main reasons for the British to colonize Australia.
First, the British wanted to relieve overcrowding in Great Britain’s jails.
Second, the British government recognized the importance of having its
navy stationed in Australia in the southern hemisphere. Third, the British
viewed Australia as an economic base to expand trade. Finally, the British
government did not want its rivals, especially France, to start a colony
on the Australian continent.

e dn e k.k.l_.k--h-r-‘h-h_----.-
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Wales is one of

three countries on
the island of Great Britain.
The other two are
Scotland and England.
New South Wales was
named to honor Wales.

Above: Port Arthur was a convict
settlement located on the island of
Tasmania.
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Class Discussion

Ask: Why do you think both
the Aborigines and the colonists
settled in the same regions that
humans live today?

Research Activity

Have students do a research
project on Captain James Cook
and the voyage of the Endeavour.

Using Photographs and
lllustrations

Have students skim through the
chapter to find any images relating
to Captain James Cook and the
Endeavour. (There are pictures of
Cook and the Endeavour in the
timeline on page 268 and a picture
of an Endeavour replica on page
283.)

Critical Thinking

Ask: Why do you think explor-
ers named newly discovered places
after locations or cities in their
home country?

Using Geography Skills:
Maps

Have students refer to Map 11.1
on page 269 to locate Tasmania.
Why would it be a prime location
for a prison colony?

Peach State Trivia

Ask: Did you know that Georgia
was first conceived as a debtor’s
colony to offer a new life to people
who were in overcrowded British
prisons because of their debts? In
the end, Georgia did not take on
prisoners as colonists but retained
the goal of helping the “worthy”
poor.
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Answer to Map 11.2 Skill
Western Australia and the
Northern Territory have the high-
est percentage of speakers of
indigenous languages.

Using Geography Skills:
Maps

Have students analyze more
features of Map 11.2. Where are
the fewest percentages of speakers
of indigenous languages located?
What does the map teach about
the diversity in different regions of
Australia?

Using Photographs and
lllustrations

Have students study the pho-
tograph at the bottom of the page.
During those times, photographs
were very rare. Ask: Did you know
that, with modern technology and
smart phones, the current genera-
tion of sixth grade students will
likely be the most documented
group of humans in history. How
do you think that might change
the way people study history in
the future?

Critical Thinking

Ask: What do you think life
was like for women in Australia?
What challenges were they likely
to face that were different from
those of male colonists?
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Prisoners as Colonists
In the late 18th century, Great Britain began to look for a location for
prisoners. Australia seemed like a good choice. It had no colonies from
- other European or Asian countries. It seemed to have few indige-
A nous (native) people, and it was in a region where Great Britain
did not have any colonies.
From 1788 to 1823, the colony of New South Wales was
officially a penal colony consisting mainly of convicts,
marines, and the marines’ wives. About 20 percent of
the first convicts were women. The British transported
prisoners to Australia until 1868. By then, many free
immigrants had settled in the region. They were
building trading posts, farms, and businesses.
Great Britain saw that Australia was a good locality
to base its navy in the South Pacific. Its location made it
possible for British ships to make repairs and get supplies
4 as they traveled the seas. There were opportunities for
0 0.0049% >377% W trade between Asia, Australia, and the Americas. Because
B e ol e & the British government did not want the French to get a foot-
hold in Australia, nonprisoner colonization was encouraged
M along with the addition of more prisoners. Coastal settlements eventually
became independent colonies. By 1861, officials created the boundaries
Australia’s Indigenous between the colonies that are still used today. The Commonwealth of
Languages as a Australia was established on January 1, 1901. Melbourne served as the
Percentage of national capital until Canberra, a planned city, was completed in 1927.
Population

500k
500 mi

Australian

English Indigenous

Map Skill: Which state and
territory have the highest
percentage of speakers of
indigenous languages?

DID YOU
KNOW ’

Australia’s capital of
Canberra is not a part
of any state but is a city
in the Australian Capital
Territory (ACT). Like
Washington, DC, in the
United States, Canberra
was planned and built as
the nation’s capital.

Right: In this photograph from the
1870s, miners are working without
shelter at Gulgong, New South Wales.
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Section 2: A Brief History of Australia

Left: Aboriginal dwellings, Graphlc Orgamzer:
Hermannsburg, Northern Territory, T Cha rt

1923. Below: Mounted Police and Have the students createa T
Blacks depicts the killing of Aboriginals

at Slaughterhouse Creek by British Chart of the causes and effects of
troops. European impact on the Aborigi-

|
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European Impact on the Aborigines

The British settlers had an immediate impact on Aboriginal life. Euro-
pean settlers took over good sources of water, fisheries, and productive
land. Settlers turned land used by the Aborigines
into colonial towns, farms, and mining operations.
Some Aboriginal people welcomed the colonists.
Some thought the Europeans were the spirits of
the dead. Others tried to protect their hunting lands
and homes.

The most damaging things the Europeans
brought to Australia were diseases. Smallpox, for
instance, was new for the Aborigines, and they had
no natural immunity to the disease. Although mod-
ern medicine has virtually eliminated smallpox in
the 21st century, it was deadly in the 19th century.
The disease ravaged the Aborigines. It is estimated
that half the indigenous people of Australia died of
smallpox and other diseases brought by Europeans.

Guns gave the British colonists a major advan-
tage in fights. Many Aboriginal people living near colonial settlements
were killed or forced to move. Those Aboriginal people who survived
the British expansion often tried to remain near their original homeland.
Others began to live on the edges of colonial settlements.

The introduction of cattle and sheep to the area required that settlers
build fences, clear trees, and raise crops for the livestock. This changed
the landscape. The armed British were able to push aside the Aborigines
and use their land. As the number of British settlements expanded, Ab-
original people turned to violence to protect their land.

The gold rush in the 1850s that attracted thousands of new settlers
brought more conflicts with Aboriginal people and hundreds more deaths.
In some areas, European farmers formed revenge groups. These groups
responded to the Kkilling of sheep and cattle by murdering Aboriginal
women and children. In the remote outback, ranchers needed Aboriginal
labor to work their cattle and sheep farms. Ranchers asked surviving
local Aboriginal populations to work as stockmen and domestic workers.

G G O G e G O i W
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nes.

Critical Thinking

Ask: How did the European
contact with the Aborigines
compare to that of the European
contact with the Native American
tribes, Aztec, or Inca?

Teacher Note: Remind students
they have learned about indig-
enous people in Canada and the
United States and will learn about
the Aztec and Inca Empires when
they study Latin America.

Developing Writing Skills

Have the students write a
cause-and-effect essay about the
European impact on the Aborigi-
nes.

Using Photographs and
lllustrations

Have students write a brief
newspaper account based on the
picture Mounted Police and Blacks.

Teacher Note: The Slaughter-
house Creek massacre occurred
in 1838 when Mounted Police
(mostly European volunteers) set
out in response to conflict in New
South Wales. At Vinegar Hill on
Slaughterhouse Creek, between 60
and 300 Aborigines were reported
killed. Among the Europeans, only
one was speared in the leg.
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Using Photographs and
lllustrations

Have students study the image
at the bottom of the page. What
does the image show about the
schools at which the Aborigine
children were culturally repro-
grammed?

Addressing Multiple
Learning Styles

Consider showing the class the
movie Rabbit-Proof Fence. Have the
class write response essays from
multiple perspectives.

Going Deeper

Have the students research the
policies of the Australian gov-
ernment toward the Aborigine
peoples.

TI1L
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Below: A portrayal titled The Taking
of the Children on the 1999 Great
Australian Clock, Queen Victoria
Building, Sydney, by artist Chris Cook.
Bottom: Stolen Generations children
at the Kahlin Compound in Darwin,
Northern Territory, in 1921.
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The Aborigines Today

When the Europeans arrived, there were about 600 different clan
groups or “nations” scattered around the continent, many with distinctive
cultures and beliefs. Today, indigenous communities keep their cultural
heritage alive by passing their knowledge, arts, rituals, and performances
from one generation to another. They do this by speaking and teaching
languages and protecting cultural materials, sacred and significant sites,
and objects.

Language is vitally important in understanding indigenous heritage
because much of their history is an oral history. Hundreds of languages
and dialects (regional varieties of a language) existed, although many are
now extinct. Language meaning, as well as geographic location, is used
today to identify different groups.

Historically, the government of Australia has had a poor record when it
comes to the treatment of its Aboriginal citizens. Indigenous Australians
were robbed of their land, their culture was not appreciated, and they
were abused and killed. One of the Australian policies led to what has
become known as the Stolen Generations. Under several Australian
government programs that continued into the 1970s, the government
removed Aboriginal children from their families and sent them to white
families and church-run institutions for cultural reprogramming. For
many years the government refused to apologize for these actions. The
Australian government also opposed the United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

There have been changes in the government’s position toward Aborig-
ines over the past several years. A national apology from the government
was issued in parliament in 2008 for the Stolen Generations, and the
country as a whole celebrates Sorry Day. The country’s opposition to
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples has
also changed. :
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There is still inequality in the lives of the Aborigines. Indigenous peo-
ples on average live 17 years less than non-indigenous people. The social
and physical welfare of Aboriginals—from infant mortality to nutrition
to health, housing, education, and employment—is significantly lower
than for non-indigenous Australians. In addition, imprisonment, domestic
violence, and alcoholism are much higher for Aboriginal peoples. An
Aboriginal man is 13 times more likely to be in jail as a non-indigenous
Australian, and an indigenous teenager is 28 times more likely to be in jail
than a non-indigenous one. Indigenous groups in Australia are increasingly
well organized and successful. They have in recent years made some
impressive gains in land claims. The government is making
efforts to address these problems, but the Aboriginals still ‘

have a great many obstacles to overcome.

Language in Australia

Australia was the final inhabited continent discovered
by the Europeans. Aborigines had inhabited the continent
for centuries, however. Dutch explorers discovered and
mapped parts of Australia but did not send colonists to
the continent.

The story of Australia’s official language is a result
of British colonization and expansion. Captain James
Cook left England in 1768 to explore the South Seas. He
explored and mapped parts of eastern Australia. Though £ 3
Cook claimed the land for Great Britain and named it New
South Wales, Great Britain did not immediately colonize
Australia. Twenty years passed before the British sent a crew to Australia
to begin building prisons to house convicts. From 1788 to 1823, the colony
of New South Wales was a penal colony. In 1823, the British government
established Australia’s first parliament, which set up criminal and civil
courts. By 1868, more than 170,000 convicts had arrived in Australia from
England. The language of the prisoners, guards, courts, and businesses
was English.

Top: A group of Aborigines with
protest signs reading “Aborigines claim
citizen rights!” Above: Endeavor replica
in the Cooktown, Queensland, harbor—
anchored where Captain James Cook’s
original Endeavour was beached for
seven weeks in 1770.
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Using Photographs and
lllustrations

Have students look at the image
of the Aborigine protestors. How
do they think that picture reflects
the impact of Europeans on Ab-
origine peoples?

Class Discussion

Ask: Why do you think Ab-
origines faced so many social and
health crises in contrast to the
Australian people of European
descent?

Reading Strategies

After reading the selection, have
students summarize the Language
in Australia section.

Higher Order Thinking
Ask: What do you think life
might be like for the Aborigines
if Captain James Cook had not
explored the continent of Austra-
lia? How does cultural diffusion
change a people’s future?
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. The French government became interested in Australia’s west. To
USlng PhOtog ra phs a nd keep the French out, English settlers built new villages and cities as fast
”lust rations as possible. This spread the English language to the western part of the

continent. More British immigrants entered Australia during the mid-19th

’ century when the gold rush in southern Australia attracted thousands from

[} England and Ireland. Thousands of Chinese immigrants arrived as well,

but Chinese did not become an important language; the English-speakers
were too plentiful.

When Australia gained independence from Great Britain (by then

Have students analyze the im-
age of the painting Australian Gold
Diggings by Edwin Stocqueler. There are 52 countries,

How might that image be similar including Australia, in
the Commonwealth of

to images of places in California or NatteNeamposedor known as the United Kingdom), the government wanted to control immi-
the Yukon in Canada during their former territories of the gration. It allowed people from the United Kingdom or the United States to

X British Empire. Over move to the country, but the government made rules to stop immigrants
pe”OdS of QOId rush? How does 2.3 billion people live in from Africa and Asia. This encouraged even more English-speakers to

Commonwealth nations.

come to Australia. Today, more than 20 percent of Australians were born
in another country. Over half came to Australia from non-English speaking
countries in Europe, Asia, the Middle East, and South America. Because
of Australia’s history, though, English is the official language, and it is
the most common language for people and business.

that image reflect man’s desire for
gold?

Class Discussion

As you read the selection,
discuss the reasons for countries
to limit immigration. Why can that
become controversial?

Class Discussion

Ask students if they are familiar
with the Australian accent from
movies or television. Have them
return to the Culture Connection
on page 267 to find examples of
unique Australian phrases. Can
they say the phrases in an Aus-
tralian accent? Why do they think
Australian English came to sound
different from British English or

American English?
Above: The painting Australian Gold

Diggings by Edwin Stocqueler depicts
a scene from the Australian gold rush,
which began in 1851. The discovery of
gold greatly increased the number of
Europeans coming to Australia.
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Compare and Contrast

Have students refer to the statis-
tics on religion in the Culture Con-
nection on page 267 and the same
statistics for the United States and
Canada. How are religious prefer-
ences similar and/or different in
these countries with British ties?

ASSESS

Answers to Reviewing the

Section

1. The British colonists treated
the native Australians poorly,
often removing them from their
lands, using the resources, and

Religion in Australia even fighting them in wars.
Europeans introduced Christianity to Australia in 1788. Irish prisoners 2. The British mig ht have

were mostly Roman Catholic. Other prisoners and those who managed q

them were members of the Church of England (Anglicans) and Method- nEgOtlatEd foror even prOteCted

ists. During the 1800s, European settlers brought their traditional churches lands that were sacred or

to Australia. Faiths included the Church of England, Methodist, Roman claimed by the Aborigin es.

Catholic, Presbyterian, Congregationalist, and Baptist. Today, most Aus- .

tralians are Christians. The Roman Catholic Church and the Anglican The mindset of the EurOpeanS

Church claim the most members. Muslims, Buddhists, Jews, and Hindus was that the Aborigines were

combined make up less than five percent of the population. inferior because of their

Reviewing the Section primitive lifestyle.
3.

1. How did the British colonists treat the native Eng“Sh is the official Ianguage'
Australians? It came as a result of the British

2. British colonists expanded in Australia with little colonization and expansion.
regard for the Aborigines. How could the British
have treated them differently? Why do you think
they did not make an effort to work with the
natives?

3. What is the official language of Australia? How did
it come to be the official language?
Above: St Paul’s Anglican Cathedral in
central Melbourne.
285
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Class Discussion

As you read the selection, dis-
cuss as a class the reasons for the
prime minister to issue a historic
apology to the Aboriginal people.

Reading Strategies

Have students write down two
or three quotations that stood out
to them from the prime minister’s
speech.

Class Activity

Instruct students to reflect
about a time in which they needed
to apologize. Have them write a
paragraph about how the apology

helped the situation.
-
E
-
.
=
-
E
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
T286 -
»
-

special
cature

Apology to Australia’s
Indigenous Peoples

On February 13,2008, Prime Minister Kevin Rudd issued a historic
apology to the Aboriginal people for their mistreatment in the
past—especially for the abuse suffered by the Stolen Generations.
Thousands of Aboriginal Australians gathered in Canberra to witness
the apology in person, while many others watched on television
screens at special outdoor settings in remote communities.

Mr. Speaker, | move: That today we honour the Indigenous
peoples of this land, the oldest continuing cultures in human history.
We reflect on their past mistreatment.

We reflect in particular on the mistreatment of those who were
Stolen Generations—this blemished chapter in our nation’s history.
The time has now come for the nation to turn a new page in
Australia’s history by righting the wrongs of the past and so moving
forward with confidence to the future.

We apologise for the laws and policies of successive Parliaments
and governments that have inflicted profound grief, suffering and
loss on these our fellow Australians. We apologise especially for the
removal of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children from their
families, their communities and their country.




A\ \N

For the pain, suffering and hurt of these Stolen Generations,
their descendants and for their families left behind, we say sorry.
To the mothers and the fathers, the brothers and the sisters, for the
breaking up of families and communities, we say sorry.

And for the indignity and degradation thus inflicted on a proud
people and a proud culture, we say sorry. We the Parliament of
Australia respectfully request that this apology be received in the
spirit in which it is offered as part of the healing of the nation.

For the future we take heart; resolving that this new page in the
history of our great continent can now be written. We today take
this first step by acknowledging the past and laying claim to a future
that embraces all Australians.

A future where this Parliament resolves that the injustices of the
past must never, never happen again.

A future where we harness the determination of all Australians,
Indigenous and non-Indigenous, to close the gap that lies between
us in life expectancy, educational achievement and economic
opportunity.

A future where we embrace the possibility of new solutions to
enduring problems where old approaches have failed.

A future based on mutual respect, mutual resolve and mutual
responsibility.

A future where all Australians, whatever their origins, are truly
equal partners, with equal opportunities and with an equal stake
in shaping the next chapter in the history of this great country,
Australia.

What is the purpose of an apology by one person or group to
another? Why do you think the Australian government felt the need
to make this apology?

Critical Thinking
Ask: Do you think the United
States has made amends to the
Native American population? Has
our nation made amends to the
descendants of slaves? How do
these situations relate to the treat-
ment of Aborigines in Australia?

Using Photographs and
lllustrations

Have students look at the image
of the speech. Ask: Why do you
think the apology coming from the
most powerful person in Australia
might have made a significant
impact? What does this say about
leadership?
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Section 3
The Government of
Australia

INTRODUCE

Outline

A. Type of Government
B. Form of Leadership
C. Type of Legislature
D. Citizen Participation

Materials
Textbook, pages 288-290
Student Workbook
Teacher Tech Website
Lesson Plan
Guided Reading, 11.3
myworldstudies.com

In Other Words

The phrase “the crown”

refers to the monarch,
or the king or queen of
Australia.

Chapter 11: Commonwealth of Australia

The Government
of Australia

As you read, look for

> the type of government that represents Australia’s
people;

> different roles of the head of government and head
of state;

» membership and duties of the House of
Representatives and Senate;

> the important role citizens play in Australia’s
government;

) terms: Commonwealth Parliament, constituency,
territory, electorate.

Type of Government

Australia has an elected legislative body called the Commonwealth
Parliament that represents the people and holds the power in a parlia-
mentary democracy. Elected officials create the laws of the land. The
executive officials and legislature share the same constituency, that is,
the people who voted for them. The people of Australia elect parliament’s

members. The members of parliament choose the prime minister to be
Below: Parliament House in Canberra the head of the government. The monarch, as head of state, appoints a
was opened for use by Australia’s governor-general to represent the crown in Australia. The governor-general
parliament in 1988. is chosen based on the recommendation of the prime minister.

Online Textbook

Getting Started

Have the class define the terms
for the section and use them in
sentences of their own.

Using Photographs and
lllustrations

Have the class look at the image
of Parliament House in Canberra.
How is it different from the Capitol
building in Washington, DC? Why
might it have such a different ap-
pearance?

288

Graphic Organizer

Have students create a graphic
organizer that displays the Type
of Government, Form of Leader-
ship, and Citizen Participation of
Australia.

Georgia Standards of Excellence for Section 3

SS6CG4 Describe types of citizen participation in government.

a. Understand citizen participation in democratic governments, including the
role of citizens in choosing the leaders of Australia (parliamentary democ-
racy).
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Form of Leadership

Australia’s six states came from the six British colonies united to create
the Commonwealth of Australia. These six states approved a constitution.
The constitution gives the federal government the right to pass laws for
the country on certain subjects. It also allows the states to have a state
parliament and create certain laws. Any land within Australia’s national
border that is not claimed by one of the states is called a territory.

The monarch is the head of state for Australia. From 1952 into the 21st
century, Queen Elizabeth II has reigned as monarch. Elizabeth lives in
England, not Australia. The monarch does not run the country. Instead, the
monarch’s duty is to sign laws and to serve as the commander-in-chief of
the army, navy, and air force. The monarch approves elections. However,
the monarch does not do any of the work of these duties. Instead, Austra-
lia’s prime minister recommends someone to serve as governor-general.
This governor-general serves as the monarch’s representative in Australia
and fulfills the duties and responsibilities of the head of state. The prime
minister is the head of government. This person is the leader of the polit-
ical party with the most members in the Commonwealth Parliament. The
person in this position is the most powerful political figure in Australia.

Type of Legislature

In Australia, an elected government operates the country. Every three
years, Australians who are over age 18 vote for the people who will serve
in parliament. The parliament meets several times a year in Canberra,
the nation’s capital, to make laws that affect how Australians live. There
are two houses in the Commonwealth Parliament. These are called the
House of Representatives and the Senate.

Australia is divided into areas called electorates. Each electorate has
about the same number of people living in it. The people who live in
each electorate vote for a person to represent them in parliament. That
elected person becomes the member of parliament, or MP, of the House
of Representatives for that area. There is one seat in the House of Rep-
resentatives for each electorate, making a total of 150 MPs. These MPs
stand for election every | t}}ree years.

s iill,

DID YOU

KNOW

Queen Elizabeth Il of
the United Kingdom
was titled in Australia as
Elizabeth the Second, by
the Grace of God,
Queen of Australia and
Her other Realms and
Territories, Head of the
Commonwealth.

Above: An image of a young Queen

Elizabeth is depicted on this 2003

% stamp from Australia. Background:

Parliament House, Canberra.

Reading Strategies

Have students create a concept
map or outline the section as they
read it.

Class Discussion

Discuss the power and responsi-
bility that comes with the monarch
of Australia also being the head
of state of fifteen other member
states of the Commonwealth.

Critical Thinking

Ask: Why do you believe the
countries of the Commonwealth
allow for a monarch to still reign?
What does this say about the hu-
man mindset of tradition?

Graphic Organizer: Venn
Diagram

Have students create a Venn
diagram comparing and contrast-
ing the Commonwealth Parliament
with the US Congress.
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Class Discussion

Discuss why many people view
compulsory voting laws as a viola-
tion of natural rights. Some people
see abstaining from voting as a
form of protest.

Developing Writing Skills

Have students write an opinion
essay on compulsory voting laws
and whether they should be insti-
tuted in the United States.

Critical Thinking

An issue in the United States is
voter ID laws. Ask: Do you think
a voter should have to provide an
official identification to vote? Why
do you believe people support or
disapprove of these laws?

ASSESS

Answers to Reviewing the

Section

1. The head of state is largely
ceremonial and the prime
minister controls day-to-day
operations in the country.

2. Citizens elect representatives
(members of parliament)
from their electorates. The

Chapter 11: Commonwealth of Australia

The other house of parliament is the Senate. People of each state elect
12 people to be their senators. No matter how big or small a state, each
has the same number of senators. The Northern Territory and the Aus-
tralian Capital Territory have two senators each. This makes a total of 76
senators. Senators stand for election every six years. Terms are staggered
so that only half of them are elected at a time.

After an election, the political party that wins the most seats in the
House of Representatives becomes the government. The winning party’s
leader becomes the prime minister—the head of the government. The
party with the second-highest number of seats in the House of Repre-
sentatives is called the “Opposition.” That party’s leader is “the leader
of the Opposition.”

When a member of parliament first suggests a law, it is called a bill.
The bill is explained, discussed, and often changed. If members of one
house vote to pass the bill, it goes to the other house. There the process
repeats. If the bill passes both houses, the bill becomes an “Act of Par-
liament.” The governor-general signs the act, and it becomes a law that
Australians must obey.

Citizen Participation

Australians have an important role in their government. Because they
have a democratic form of government, the voters choose the lawmakers.
7 In Australia, voting is compulsory. That

_ means everyone who is eligible to vote
is required to vote unless there is a good
reason, such as illness. Australians can
be fined or may have to go to court if
they do not vote.

Australians enjoy many freedoms.
They have freedom of religion and free-
dom of speech. They have the freedom
to choose their own jobs, and they can
travel around the country or to other
countries. Australians can vote for the
leaders who make laws and lead their
country.

Reviewing the Section

1. What is the difference between the head of state
and the prime minister?

2. How do the citizens participate in choosing the
head of government of Australia?

3. Compare the government system of Australia to the
government of the United Kingdom. Why do you
think they are similar?

Above: Nurses voting on election day,

leader of the party that elects Brisbane, Queensland, in 1938.
the most MPs becomes the
prime minister—the head 290 D

I
of government. The prime [N N PN

minister also recommends the '; 1] g -] ]| (1] 1] 0 f ] R R ﬂ i3 /] e ;i g\
person to serve as governor- ?E“‘

general to represent the = teachey Notes

monarch.

3. They are similar in that they
both are parliamentary systems.
They are similar because
Australia was a British colony.
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| Section4 Section 4

The Economy of Australia

The Economy
of Australia INTRODUCE

As you read, look for Outline
> the advantages of Australia’s market economy; A Economic Systems
» how the investment in human capital and capital H H :
goods affects the standard of living; B. Economic SyStem in Australia
» how natural resources, specialization, and lack of TOday
trade barriers aid a growing economy; C. Trade and Tourism
| 2 :‘;%;zl:‘ of entrepreneurship in Australia’s modern D. Specia"zation Encourages Trade
Vi q
) terms: tariff, quota, embargo, currency, Gross E' Barrlers tO Trade
Domestic Product (GDP), literacy, entrepreneur. M F. Currency Exchange
G. Standard of Living

: Economic Systems
Economic Systems with British Tioe H. The Role of Natural Resources

Every country must deal with the problem of scarcity because no .
country, Australia included, has everything . The Role of Entrer_Jreneurshlp
J. Growth of Australia’s Economy

its people want and need. A country devel-
ops its economic system by answering the
three basic economic questions: What goods
will it produce? How will they be produced?
For whom will they be produced? Based on
the answers to these questions, a country

arket

@ Materials
Textbook, pages 291-300

£ ¥

United United  Canada Australia

develops a traditional economy, a command States. Kinadom Student Workbook
economy, or a market economy. Teacher Tech Website
Lesson Plan
\\\\\\\\\\\\\/\u il III/I/I//I////////////// - ‘/I/V Guided Re._':lding, 1.4
\\\\\\\\\“\ 1, o myworldstudies.com
\ Online Textbook

Getting Started

Have the students define the
terms for the section. They should
draw an image that represents
each term.

SRS

Georgia Standards of Excellence for Section 4

SS6G12 Describe the impact of location, climate, distribution of natural

resources, and population distribution on Australia.

a. Understand how Australia’s location, climate, and natural resources im-
pact trade and affect where people choose to live.

SS6E10 Critique different economic systems.

a. Compare how traditional, command, and market economies answer the
economic questions of what, how, and for whom to produce.

b. Understand that countries have a mixed economic system located on a
continuum between pure market and pure command.

¢. Explain the economic system used in Australia.

Continued on bottom of next page.
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Below: Shop owners and customers

Readi ng Strategies enjoy the benefits of a market
Instruct students to create a con- economy at this local deli in Brishane,

Traditional Economy
In a traditional economy, customs and habits of the past are used to
decide what and how goods will be produced, distributed, and consumed.

Queensland. . . - .
cept map or outline of the section as In this sys{ern, each member of. the society knows.; early in life what his
or her role in the larger group will be. Because the jobs are handed down
they read. from generation to generation, there is very little change in the system
over the generations. In a traditional economy, people are depended on
to fulfill their traditional role. If some people are not there to do their part,
Gra ph iC Org A ni zer the system can break down. Fargl%ng, hunting and ggthenng, and cattle
herding are often a part of a traditional economy. This type of economy
Have students create a chart that was found in the culture of the Aborigines in Australia.

outlines the details of each eco-
Command Economy

nomic system including traditional, : , .

n a centralized command economy, government planning groups
command ’ market, and mixed. make the basic economic decisions. They determine such things as which
goods and services to produce, the prices of those goods and services, and
wage rates. Individuals and corporations generally do not own businesses
. . or farms; these are owned by the government. Workers at a business are
CIaSS DISCUSSIon told what to produce and how much to produce in a given time. The
Asa class, discuss Why people expectation is that everyone in the country will be able to have the goods
mi g ht have different opinion son the they need when they ne?d t'hem. Inthe [?ast, the government of Austra}ia
) owned the telecommunications companies. The government set the price
role government should play in the for having a telephone, the cost of making a call, and wages for workers
economy. that were the same in all parts of the country. In 1989, the company
- —— was made into a private
¢ business with stockholders

owning the company.

Higher Level Thinking

Ask: Why is the traditional
economy different than those on the
economic continuum?

Market Economy

In a decentralized mar-
ket economy, decisions are
! guided by changes in prices
that occur between indi-
vidual buyers and sellers
in the marketplace. Other
. names for market systems
are free enterprise, capi-
talism, and laissez-faire.
Australia is a good exam-
ple of a market economy.
Businesses operate without
too many rules from the
government. People are
free to start a business and
can do so quickly. Courts
use the laws of Australia to
protect the property rights
of citizens.

Developing Writing Skills
Have the class write a compare-

and-contrast essay on the values of

command and market economies.

292

Georgia Standards of Excellence for Section 4 - continued

SS6E11 Name examples of how voluntary trade benefits buyers and sell-

ers in Australia.

a. Describe how specialization makes trade possible between countries.

b. Compare and contrast trade barriers such as tariffs, quotas, and embar-
goes.

c. Relate why international trade requires a system for exchanging currency

between nations.
SS6E12 Identify factors that influence economic growth and assess their
presence or absence in Australia.
a. Describe how literacy rates affect the standard of living.
Continued on bottom of next page.
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Economic System in Australia Today

Australia has one of the freest economies in the world. Although most
democratic countries today have a mixed economy somewhere on a
continuum (range) between market and command, Australia’s economy
leans heavily toward a market system. There is relatively little involvement
from the government in the economy. The government does not own
major industries or businesses.

Prices are set by the agreement of buyers and sellers rather than by gov-
ernment rules. In Australia, people are free to own their own businesses
and property. Business owners decide what they want to produce. In the
same way, farmers decide what products they will produce and how much
of the products to produce. Buyers and sellers are able to agree on prices.
Competition between sellers helps to keep the prices good for buyers.

Business owners and consumers in Australia can depend on good laws
to protect them. The courts are considered fair and honest. Bribery is
rare, and it is punished by strict laws. It is very easy to start a business in
Australia. In some countries it can take months to a year or more to start
a business. In Australia, the paperwork usually takes less than a week.

Below: Shopping malls in Australia, like
Queensland’s Pacific Fair, are similar to
those in the United States.

Going Deeper

Have the students research
examples of command economies.
Write down ten characteristics of
those countries that are command
principles. For a start, they can
refer to Chapter 3, page 49, for a
review of command economies.

Reading Strategies
Have the students write a list of
details that describe the economic

9

[ system in Australia today.
Trade and Tourism A commercial air flight
China is Australia’s largest neighbor to the north. China’s growth has a from Atlanta, Georgia,
direct impact on the Australian economy. Australia is a major supplier of to Sydney, Australia,

would take over 21 hours,
with at least one stop
along the way.

Something Extra about
Australia

Australians have starred in
many hit movies in the United
States. Mel Gibson, Hugh Jack-
man, Nicole Kidman, Chris Hem-
sworth, and Heath Ledger are just
a few of the famous Hollywood
actors and actresses who are from
Australia.

natural resources to China. China needs Australian minerals and metals
for its industries. About half of all Australian iron ore is sold to China. In
return, China provides Australia with affordable finished goods. Chinese
investors are buying into Australian mining companies.

Australia’s location makes it expensive for people to visit from other
countries. Most international tourists to Australia come from New Zealand.
Visitors also come from England, the United States, and China. Foreign
tourists create about one-fourth of Australia’s $81 billion tourist indus-
try. Australians themselves do the majority of tourism within their own
country. The country’s remote location in the southern hemisphere makes
it expensive for Australians to leave their country to visit another one.

Critical Thinking

Ask: How might the communist
principles of China create con-
flict with its major trade partner,
Australia?

Georgia Standards of Excellence for Section 4 - continued

b. Describe the relationship between investment in human capital (education
and training) and Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per capita.

¢. Examine the relationship between investment in capital goods (factories,
machinery, and technology) and Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per
capita.

d. Understand the role of natural resources in a country’s economy.

e. Explain the role of entrepreneurship.
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Critical Thinking

Have students calculate the
month that is the weather equiva-
lent in Australia of the current date
where you live. (For example, if it is
September in Georgia, the equiva-
lent weather month would be March
in Australia.) Would this be a good
time to visit Australia? If so, which
part would be the best region to visit
at this time?

Class Activity

Assign the class a project that
allows students to plan a vacation
to Australia. Have them add up the
costs of the trip and explain the im-
portance of tourism economically.

Class Discussion

Ask: Why does specialization in-
crease productivity? Why is training
important for a person to improve
productivity?

Graphic Organizer

Have students create a graphic
organizer that displays the different
divisions of labor to include manu-
facturing, services, and agriculture.
They should list examples of jobs
that fit each category.

T294

Top Left: Snow covers the mountains
in Kosciuszko National Park. Above:
Iron ore mining operations in the
Pilbara region of Western Australia.
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Chapter 11: Commonwealth of Australia

Because the Australian summer is from December to March, tourists
from the northern hemisphere often visit Australia’s warm and sunny
beaches when it is cold in their homeland. Summer is the rainy season
in the tropical regions of the north. Tourists
usually wait until spring or fall to visit the
bush (rural areas outside the cities) and the
outback. That is because the weather is milder
8 in spring and fall.

The winter months of June through Septem-
ber are generally mild, but there are snowfields
in the southern mountain regions. In the non-
desert regions, Australians grow many grains,
including wheat, barley, sorghum, and cereal
rye. Farmers grow these crops in central inland
Queensland, central New South Wales, inland
Victoria, southeast Australia, and southwest
Western Australia.

Australia is developing its cotton industry,
and it has a large beef cattle industry. Austra-
lians also export rice, chickpeas, lentils, and oilseeds—such as sesame
seeds, canola, soybeans, and sunflowers.

Specialization Encourages Trade

When workers in a factory have different skills and do different jobs,
specialization occurs. There are workers who buy the raw materials and
supplies. Other workers run the machinery to create the products. There
may be people who specialize in keeping up with the money—paying
bills and salaries. Other workers are involved in selling the product and
delivering it. Within the business, no one person can know how to do
all the jobs. The factory runs best when each person learns his or her
part well. Those employees can get faster at doing their jobs and learning
ways to handle problems and work more efficiently.

Work divided in this way is described as a division of labor.
For example, even if a person bakes her own bread, she prob-
ably does not grow the wheat, harvest the wheat, and grind it
into flour. She also does not build her own oven to cook the
bread. Instead, the bread baker can earn money doing other
things—perhaps teaching school—and can pay for the flour
and the oven. She can then use her special skills to bake the
bread herself.

The economy of countries works in a similar way. Australia,
for example, has many natural resources. Coal and iron ore
are important to the industries of China. Australia has spent
time and money to learn the best ways to retrieve these resources from
the ground. Australians can trade these natural resources to China. What
does Australia get in return? Goods produced in Chinese factories are
brought into Australia. Washing machines, televisions, computers, and
household goods are among the many products that can be made more
cheaply in China than in Australia.

e O e I R BECRE e B




Section 4: The Economy of Australia

Barriers to Trade

Trade and voluntary exchange occur when buyers and sellers freely
and willingly engage in market transactions. When trade is voluntary and
nonfraudulent (honest), both parties benefit and are better off after the
trade than they were before the trade. Countries sometimes try to limit
trade with other countries by creating trade barriers. The most common
types of trade barriers are tariffs and quotas. A tariff is a tax on imports.
A quota is a limit placed on the number of imports that may enter a
country. Another kind of trade barrier is an embargo. An embargo is
a government order stopping trade with another country. An embargo
might be put into place to put pressure on another country to behave in
a certain way.

Australia has tried to encourage trade with other countries. It wants
other countries to sell goods to Australians, and it wants those countries to
buy Australian products. So there are few trade barriers __
in the country. When there are tariffs, they are very
low. Farmers of wheat and some other crops are given
some special treatment by the government. Rules are
in place to help Australian farmers have an advantage
over foreign farmers in sales to Australian companies.
These rules make foreign products cost more.

Australia has participated in embargoes. In 1998,
for instance, it put an embargo on weapons being
shipped to Yugoslavia. At the time, there was war in
that country. Australia wanted to help end the fighting.
It refused to allow Australian-made weapons to be sold
to either side in the war.

AR el
- Above: Port Hedland in Western
©Australia is the largest port by trade
volume in Australia. Background: A
hayfield in Queensland.

Vocabulary Activity

Have students write real-world
scenarios in which the terms in the
section are explained.

Peach State Trivia

Georgia is home to numerous
Australian software firms that en-
joy low taxes, the large internation-
al airport, and the quality of high
speed Internet available in suburbs
like Alpharetta and Suwanee.

Class Discussion

Discuss as a class the role
politics can play in issuing an em-
bargo. What gives the government
the right to prohibit trade between
citizens of different nations?

Using Geography Skills:
Maps

Have students locate Port
Hedland on Map 11.1 on page
269. Port Hedland is in the Pilbara
region of Western Australia. Have
students study other pictures in
this section to determine what
natural resource from the Pilbara
region would make Port Hedland
such a large port by trade volume.
(The picture on page 294 shows
iron mining in the Pilbara area.
Iron is exported from this port—as
are natural gas, salt, manganese,
and livestock.)
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Using Technology

Have students use the Internet to
look up the value of the Australian
dollar versus the United States dol-
lar. Is the value of the Australia dol-
lar increasing or decreasing versus
the US dollar?

Developing Writing Skills
Have students write a scenario

in which a person would need to

understand currency exchange.

Graphic Organizer

Students should create a chart
that organizes the different aspects
that function in determining the
standard of living.

Reading Skills

Have the students summarize the
importance of investing in human
capital.

T296
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Australian students at an assembly.
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Currency Exchange

Currency is the money people use to make trade easier. People in the
United States use US dollars (USD or $) to buy goods and services. When
Americans work at a job, they are paid in dollars. Most of the time, when
a person is in a foreign country, goods and services cannot be bought
with their home currency. What is the solution? The person must trade
their currency, or exchange it, for the type of currency used in the other
country. This exchange is often done at a bank or money exchange office.

With each exchange, however, the bank charges a fee. A business that
exchanges a lot of money will pay many fees. In Australia, the currency
is the Australian dollar. Australian dollars are used to pay workers and
to buy and sell goods and services. Suppose a jewelry maker in Califor-
nia needs gold mined in Australia. The gold miners want to be paid in
Australian dollars so they can buy food at the grocery store and pay their
families’ bills. The jeweler in California has US dollars to spend. In order
for the sale to happen, the buyer must exchange US dollars for Australian
dollars. Banks will exchange money in this way for a fee.

Standard of Living

The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of a country is the total value
of all the final goods and services produced in that country in one year.
GDP per capita (per person) is one way to determine the quality of life for
most people in a country. The GDP can also be used to tell if the economy
of a country is getting better or worse over time. Raising the GDP of the
country can mean a higher standard of living for the people in the country.

Investment in Human Capital

To increase their Gross Domestic Product (GDP), countries must invest
in human capital. Human capital includes education, training, skills,
and health care of the workers in a business or country. Australia has
invested heavily in human capital. Children are required to attend school
from age 6 to about age 18.
The taxpayers pay for the
schooling of all children. The
workforce is very well trained
and educated. The health
care system in Australia is
very good. Most Australians
can expect to be well cared
for by the country’s doctors,
nurses, and hospitals. All of
these factors have improved
the standard of living over
time. In fact, Australia’s stan-
dard of living is one of the
highest in the world, and its
GDP ranks with the richest
countries of Western Europe.



Section 4: The Economy of Australia

How the Literacy Rate Affects the Standard of
Living

Literacy is the ability to read and write. It means a person can use
language to read, write, listen, and follow directions. The literacy rate is
the percentage of a population’s adults that can read and write. Australia
has a very high literacy rate. About 99 percent of adult Australians are
considered literate.

Even though Australia’s literacy rate and standard of living are among
the highest in the world, there is poverty in the country. The worst con-
ditions are among the Aborigines.

Investment in Capital Goods

To increase the GDP, countries must invest in capital goods—the
factories, machines, technologies, buildings, and property needed by
businesses to operate. If a business is to be successful, it cannot let its
equipment break down or have its buildings fall apart.

New technology can help a business produce more goods for a cheaper
price. The free-market approach to the economy forces companies to make
capital investments. If a company does not keep its machinery up to date,
other companies will be able to produce similar goods for a better price.
Companies must update their technology, too. Australia’s businesses use
advanced technology to make their companies work more efficiently.

Australia Spider Graph

Taxes as

% of GDP \ Rate
9% Labor Force Life

in Agriculture Expectancy

The Role of Natural Resources

A country has different kinds of resources that can help its people pro-
duce goods and services. Human resources are the education and skills
that people have to produce goods and services. Capital resources are
things like machines and equipment that people need to produce goods
and services. Natural resources are also valuable. These are sometimes
thought of as “gifts of nature.”

Above: A huge coal-loading conveyor
belt piles coal at Kooragang Island,
Newcastle, in New South Wales.
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Getting Started

Do a 3-2-1 activity to start the
class. Have students list 3 study
habits that help them learn, 2
tools they use every day to be
more productive, and 1 statement
of why they believe education is
important.

Class Discussion

Discuss as a class the correla-
tion between being highly educat-
ed and enjoying a higher standard
of living.

Class Activity

Instruct students to brainstorm
a list of tools they can invest in
to make them more productive
students.

Using Photographs and
lllustrations

Have students study the picture
of Kooragang Island and tell how
human capital, capital goods, and
natural resources are represented
in the picture. They should write a
paragraph showing the role each
of these resources plays in this
scene.
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Class Discussion

Discuss the advantages that Aus-
tralia has because it is a large nation
and has great natural resources.

Graphic Organizer: T Chart

Have the students completeaT
Chart detailing the renewable and
nonrenewable natural resources in
Australia. They will need to review
earlier sections of the chapter to
complete their charts.

Critical Thinking

Ask: Why are certain nonrenew-
able resources much more valuable
than renewable resources?

Class Discussion

Ask students if they know any
entrepreneurs—either personally or
from reading or hearing about them.
What products or services do these
people provide? Have them list five
characteristics that entrepreneurs
must have to be successful. Com-
pare answers from the different lists.

Cattle grazing in a desert pasture in
outback New South Wales.
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Arable land—with fertile soil and a supply of water—is a valuable
resource in Australia. Water is available in some parts of Australia, but
it is very limited in much of the country. Farmers in Australia are able to
grow enough crops that they can feed Australians and have a surplus to
trade to other countries. Land also provides pasture for beef cattle—an-
other important export. Minerals in Australia are a major export. Sales of
these natural resources bring in money from around the world. One-third
of the exports from Australia go to China and Japan.

A country is better off if it can use its own natural resources to supply
the needs of its people. If a country has many natural resources, it can
trade them to other countries for goods and services. It can also use the
natural resources to create goods that can be traded to other countries.

The Role of Entrepreneurship

People who have creative, innovative ideas about new goods or ser-
vices that people might want, or better ways to produce existing goods or
services, are called entrepreneurs. These people risk their own limited
resources to produce new or improved goods or services. If people like
their ideas and are willing to pay for them, they will earn a profit. Entre-
preneurs must organize their businesses well for them to be successful.

Entrepreneurs bring together natural, human, and capital resources to
produce goods or services to be provided by their businesses. Australia
is a world leader in entrepreneurs. One in every 12 adults owns his or
her own business. The country has many opportunities for success in
business. There are abundant raw materials. There is a highly educated
workforce. There is wealth that can be used to obtain the capital goods
needed to start a business.

The laws in Australia protect entrepreneurs and their businesses,
making it easy to start a business and limiting the restrictions on existing
businesses. Entrepreneurs are good for Australia. They provide jobs for
other workers. When they make a profit, they pay taxes so the government
can provide public goods and public services.
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Growth of Australia’s Economy

Australia’s strong economy has been growing for the past 20 years.
The country has experienced continuous growth, low unemployment,
low inflation, low public debt, and a strong and stable financial system.

The services sector is the largest part of the Australian economy, ac-
counting for about 70 percent of GDP and 75 percent of jobs. Services
are jobs people perform for a fee. Australia was almost unaffected by the
global financial crisis of 2008. The banking system has remained strong,
and inflation is under control.

Australia has benefited from a dramatic surge in its terms of trade in
recent years, although this trend could reverse or slow due to falling pric-
es for natural resources, energy, and food. Australia’s natural resources
attract high levels of foreign investment. Investors want a share of the
extensive reserves of coal, iron, copper, gold, natural gas, uranium, and
renewable energy sources.

Australia is an open market with few restrictions on imports of goods
and services. The process of signing free trade treaties with many other
countries has increased productivity, stimulated growth, and improved the
economy. Australia plays an active role in the World Trade Organization
(WTO), Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), the Group of Twenty
(G20), and other trade organizations.

——

Sydney’s Central Business District is

home to some of the largest companies

in Australia.
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Getting Started

Do a class warm-up. Have the
students brainstorm four examples
of why a growing economy is im-
portant. Allow them to meet with
different classmates to compare
answers.

Reading Strategies

Have the students list the rea-
sons cited why Australia’s econo-
my has continually grown.

Critical Thinking

Ask: Why might some Aus-
tralians disagree with large trade
pacts with different nations?

Class Discussion

Have students list jobs that are
in the services category. They can
refer to Chapter 3, pages 40-41, for
a review of goods and services.

Class Discussion

Based on the information pro-
vided and their knowledge of the
factors of production, what eco-
nomic factors do students believe
are of greatest benefit to Australia?
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Did You Know?
The largest ships in the world are

called Panamax ships. They are built

to the exact maximum width that

is capable of passing through the

Panama Canal.

ASSESS 2 I Vi s/ g

Answers to Reviewing the

Section

1. Australia falls near the pure
market end of the continuum
because Australians enjoy many
financial and economic freedoms
and private corporations are vital
to economic growth in Australia.

2. The literacy rate is 99 percent In 2014, Australia entered into free trade agreements with Korea,
in Australia. The Iiteracy rate Japan, and China, adding to existing agreements with Chile, Malaysia,

St Froered) - New Zealand, Singapore, Thailand, and the United States. Australia is
[ELECSIIEGUIOTICCUEATION now negotiating agreements with India and Indonesia.
provided in Australia that makes The government is also working on agreements with the Gulf Cooper-
Australians more produ ctive ation. Council copntries., and an Asia-wide Regional Co.mprehensive Eco-
. L. nomic Partnership that includes the ten ASEAN (Association of Southeast
citizens. Aborlglnes who cannot Asian Nations) countries plus China, Japan, Korea, New Zealand, and
read might struggle to obtain India. Australia is also working on the Trans-Pacific Partnership agreement
. o n with Brunei, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru,
J obs or function in a modern Singapore, and Vietnam. The goal of these free trade agreements is to
economy.

increase trade and the GDP for Australia and the other member countries.
3. Australia has many resources but

needs many others as well so the Reviewing the Section

country does not like to impose 1. On the economic continuum of pure command to
. pure market, where does Australia fall? Explain your
barriers to trade. Its free-market thinking.

philosophy contributes to its

2. What is the literacy rate in Australia? How does it
commitment to free trade.

affect the standard of living? How does it affect the

Above: Container ships such as the Aborigines?

ANL Barwon unload at the Port of
Melbourne. Ships like these are vital for
importing and exporting goods.

3. Why do you think Australia has few trade barriers?
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Section 5: US-Australia Relations

US-Australia
Relations

As you read, look for

> shared values that are the basis for an Australian-
US alliance;

> the importance of the ANZUS security treaty;

> joint efforts by Australia and the United States to
increase global trade;

) terms: autonomy, ANZUS security treaty.

An Important Alliance

The United States and Australia established diplomatic relations in
1940 after the United Kingdom’s recognition of Australia’s autonomy
(right of self-government) within the British Empire. Australia is a vital
ally, and the United States and Australia have a strong partnership based
on shared democratic values and common interests, as well as cultural
and historical similarities.

Australian armed forces have fought together with the United States
military in every significant conflict since World War I. The 1951 ANZUS
security treaty serves as the foundation of defense and security cooper-
ation between the countries. (ANZUS stands for Australia, New Zealand,
and the United States.) It was invoked for the first time, by Australia, in
response to the September 11 terrorist attacks in 2001.

More recently, the United States and Australia worked closely in
Afghanistan and Iraq and on counterterrorism issues worldwide, in-
cluding the challenge of foreign terrorist fighters and violent extremism.
The United States and Australia have a high priority on controlling and
eventually eliminating chemical weapons, other weapons of mass de-
struction, and antipersonnel land mines. The countries also cooperate
on global environmental issues such as climate change and preserving
marine environments.

Section 5
US-Australia Relations

INTRODUCE

Outline
A. An Important Alliance
B. Economic Relations

Materials
Textbook, pages 301-303
Student Workbook
Teacher Tech Website
Lesson Plan
Guided Reading, 11.5
myworldstudies.com
Online Textbook

Getting Started

Have the students define the
terms and use them in sentences of
their own.

Class Discussion
Why is it important for Australia

- and the United States to maintain a
Q strong relationship?

Background: The st Battalion marches
along the route during Anzac Day =

centenary commemorations on April o
25, 2015, in Brisbane, Queensland. - \q
|

301

Georgia Standards of Excellence for Section 5

SS6E11 Name examples of how voluntary trade benefits buyers and sellers

in Australia.

a. Describe how specialization makes trade possible between countries.

b. Compare and contrast trade barriers such as tariffs, quotas, and embargoes.
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Something Extra about
Australia

Qantas Airways is Australia’s
largest airline and is the third-oldest
airline in the world.

“Qantas”is an acronym for its
original name: Queensland and
Northern Territory Aerial Services.
Its nickname is “The Flying Kanga-
roo.”

An early TV ad aimed at Ameri-
can audiences, which ran for years
starting in 1969, featured a live
“talking” koala who complained
that too many tourists were com-
ing to Australia and said “l hate
Qantas.That ad has been ranked
among the greatest commercials of
all time.

ASSESS

Answers to Reviewing the

Section

1. The free exchange of goods and
services between the nations has
lowered prices with increased
competition, created jobs, and
allowed for stronger relations.

2. The countries have worked
through the ANZUS security
treaty and in Afghanistan in the
fight against Islamic terrorism
and violent extremism.

3. Having strong democratic
allies allows for the prevention
of possible conflicts and the
protection of democracy in each
country. The United States and
Australia are among the most
prominent countries in the world
(both in size and economic
strength) and therefore can exert
influence over other countries.

T302
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Below: Qantas, founded in 1920, is
the largest domestic and international
airline in Australia. The company
employs over 30,000 people.

Chapter 11: Commonwealth of Australia

The ANZUS security treaty with the United States has support in
Australia as its most important security treaty alliance. Australia and
the United States also work with Japan on security issues. Overall, the
US-Australia alliance is an anchor for peace and stability not only in the
Asia-Pacific region but around the world.

Economic Relations

United States exports to Australia include machinery, vehicles, optic
and medical instruments, aircraft, and agricultural products. United
States imports from Australia include precious stones/metals, agricultural
products, and optic and medical instruments. The United States is by
far the largest foreign investor in Australia, accounting for more than 25
percent of its foreign investment. The 2005 Australia-United States Free
Trade Agreement has nearly doubled the trade of goods and increased
the trade of services by more than 122 percent.

The two countries share a commitment to increasing global trade.
They work closely in the World Trade Organization and the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation forum. The United States and Australia worked
together to finalize the Trans-Pacific Partnership negotiations with the
goal to develop a trade agreement among 12 countries in the Asia-Pacific
region. However, the United States withdrew from the plan in 2017.

As founding members of the Equal Futures Partnership, both countries
collaborate to expand economic opportunities for women and increase
women’s participation in leadership positions in politics, civic society,
and economic life.

Reviewing the Section

1. How has the Australia-United States Free Trade
Agreement affected trade for both countries?

2. What two global initiatives have the United States
and Australia worked on together?

3. Why is a United States-Australia military
partnership beneficial to peace and stability?

How can the relations of these two countries affect
other countries in the world?




SpeCIal LR, L Y Using Reading Skills
R Have students write ten facts they

| eatu re W ' : ol 5 learned from reading the selection.

The Dreaming ' Class Activity

B A 5 : 3 A * Have students research Dream-
- s The Dreaming is an essential and important part of Aboriginal

?~ culture. It influences Aboriginal traditions, law, and religious time Art and create art of their own.
beliefs. The Dreaming includes stories and myths about how the
world was created, including the creation of humans and physical ¢
features. Aborigines believe that a person cannot own the land; ClaSS DiSCUSSion
instead, people are a part of the land. While the Dreaming stories
vary between different groups of Aborigines, the main ideas and R Ask: Why is it important for
messages are the same throughout Australia. Australia to promote and protect

The Dreaming stories include mythic beings that take the forms | Aboriginal culture?
of humans and animals. In many stories these mythical beings :
&3 created different physical features. Sometimes, the beings even
| became the physical features. In fact, Uluru, or Ayers Rock, is
believed to have been formed by ancestral spirits in the Dreaming. F Creative Th|n k|ng
y x Many Aborigines believe a person who touches Uluru will be able

to communicate with their deceased ancestors in the Dreaming. 6. Have students create their own
The Dreaming also explains the constellations in the sky. Dreaming story that explains the
| One of the most famous Drea.ming sjtories i§ about the.Rainbow : constellations in the sky.
Serpent. This serpent is a creation being, which means it helped
i create the land and people. Usually, the Rainbow Serpent is
,,\l associated with waterways. The belief is that the Rainbow Serpent
“t created the waterways as it moved
across Australia, which is why the
| waterways curve. The Rainbow
A Serpent can also be a destructive
force if it is not properly respected.
The stories from the Dreaming @&
are kept alive by storytelling, song,
and dance. Sometimes there are

paintings of the Dreaming. One of the =

oldest paintings from the Dreaming is

an image of the Rainbow Serpent that dates back over 6,000 years.
Why do you think it is important for both the Aborigines and the
other people of Australia to keep these traditions and stories alive?

1
e
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Chapter Review

Reviewing the Content:
Jeopardy Game

Divide the class into five groups.
Assign each group one of the five
sections of the chapter. Instruct
the groups to develop answers and
questions pertaining to the impor-
tant points of each section. Then
collect all the answers and questions
and play a Jeopardy-type game with
the whole class using the material
they submitted. Be sure you give the
“answers” and they give the “ques-
tions—in the form of a question,”as
is done on Jeopardy. The group that
prepared a certain section will sit out
that part of the game.

Answers to Activities
for Learning

Reviewing People, Places,
and Things

1. Uluru/Ayers Rock

territory

Captain James Cook

Great Victoria Desert

outback

Queen Elizabeth Il

Aborigines

Great Barrier Reef

© N A WN

Understandlng the Facts
It was established as a penal
colony.

2. Australians say they are from
“down under”because their
country is south of the Equator.

3. The largest climate region is
desert.

4, Answers could include three of
these: bauxite, coal, iron ore,
copper, tin, gold, silver, uranium,
nickel, tungsten, rare earth
elements, mineral sands, lead,
zinc, and diamonds.

T304
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Chapter Review

Chapter Summary

Section 1: The Geography of
Australia

e The continent and country of Australia
is located in the southern and eastern
hemispheres between the Pacific and Indian
Oceans.

e Australia is the sixth-largest country; it is almost
as large as the United States.

e (Climate varies from tropical (north) to
desert (center) to temperate (southeast and
southwest).

® Most Australians live on the east coast. Nearly
80 percent live in urban areas.

e Australia is rich in natural resources, including
many minerals found in the outback.

e Unique physical features are the Great Barrier
Reef, Coral Sea, Great Dividing Range, Uluru/
Ayers Rock, and Great Victoria Desert.

Section 2: A Short History of
Australia

e Aborigines, the native people, migrated from
Southeast Asia at least 40,000 years ago.

e The first Europeans arrived in 1660. British
Captain James Cook claimed the east coast for
Great Britain in 1770.

e The British created a penal colony in 1788.
New South Wales was an official penal colony
until 1823, and prisoners were transported to
Australia until 1868.

e The Commonwealth of Australia was
established in 1901. Canberra, its planned
capital, was completed in 1927.

e British settlers took over the Aborigines’ land
and water sources and introduced diseases like
smallpox.

e An 1850s gold rush brought new settlers and
more conflicts with the Aborigines.

e A government policy of removing Aboriginal
children from their families continued into the
1970s. The government apologized for these
Stolen Generations in 2008.

e English is the official language because of
British colonization and influence.

Section 3: The Government of
Australia

e Australia’s elected parliament creates the laws
of the land.

e The British monarch is Australia’s head of state.
A governor-general fulfills the monarch’s duties.

®  Members of parliament (MPs) are elected
every 3 years to the House of Representatives.
Senators are elected every 6 years in staggered
terms.

e The leader of the party with the most
MPs becomes prime minister, the head of
government. The party with the 2nd-most MPs
is called the Opposition.

e Voting is compulsory in Australia.

Section 4: The Economy of
Australia

e Australia has a market economy, where the
three basic economic questions are answered in
the marketplace.

e Australia sends many natural resources to
China, and China sends back finished goods.

e Tourism is an important income source, and
farm products are valuable exports.

e Specialization in industry and an absence of
trade barriers help the economy.

e Australians must exchange the Australian dollar
for the currency of their international trading
partners.

e Australia’s high literacy rate enhances its
standard of living and Gross Domestic Product
(GDP).

e Australian laws encourage entrepreneurship.

e Australia has free trade agreements with many
countries.




Chapter 11: Review

Section 5: US-Australia Relations

e The United States and Australia have a strong
partnership.

e The ANZUS security treaty is the foundation of
defense and security cooperation.

e The United States and Australia trade many
products, and the United States is the largest
foreign investor in Australia.

Activities for Learning
Reviewing People, Places,

and Things i@

Match the following with the correct description
that follows:

Captain James Cook Queen Elizabeth 11
Great Barrier Reef Uluru/Ayers Rock
Great Victoria Desert outback
territory Aborigines

1. alarge exposed monolith in central Australia

2. any region of land that is not claimed by a state
of Australia

3. English explorer who claimed the east coast of
Australia for Great Britain

4. large arid region of South Australia and Western
Australia

the name given to rural regions of Australia
the monarch of Australia
indigenous people of Australia

® N o w

an endangered area of Australia that lies off the
northeast coast of Queensland

1. As what type of colony was Australia first <
established under British control?

Understanding the Facts

2. Why do Australians say they are from “down
under™?

3. What is the largest climate region in Australia?

4. Name three major natural resources that are
mined in Australia.

5. Name the large island that is considered part of
Australia.

- b LALL—*A—&&—_---
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Teacher Netze,

6. What mountain range runs for 2,100 miles
across multiple Australian states?

7. Who were considered the “Stolen Generations”?

8. What impact did the colonization of Australia
have on the Aborigines?

9. What is Australia’s official language?

10. What type of government system does Australia
have?

11. What type of economy does Australia have
today?

12. What is the foundation of defense and security
cooperation between the US and Australia?

Developing Critical Thinking {@}{%

1. Reflect on your knowledge of the effects of
colonization on the Native American people.
From what you have read about the treatment
of the Aborigines in Australia, what is similar
about the fates of these two peoples?

2. Australia is a democratic nation. Why do you
think Australians still claim Queen Elizabeth II
as their monarch? Do you believe it is important
for Australians to recognize their British ties?

Exploring Technology é

The Australian Aborigines have recently
experienced a refocus and growing respect for
their art and culture. There are numerous websites
devoted to their way of life. Research some of

the websites available through the Australian
government. Write down ten observations on the
art, language, beliefs, or music of the Aborigines.

Multidisciplinary Activity: Art
Research some examples of Australian Aboriginal
art. The artwork features unique characteristics
like dots and “x-ray” features of animals with
pictographs to tell a story. Using the Aboriginal
style, draw an example of an animal found in
Australia, such as the koala, kangaroo, Tasmanian
devil, or saltwater crocodile.
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5. Thelargeisland that is part of
Australia is Tasmania.

6. The mountain range is the Great
Dividing Range.

7. The"Stolen Generations” were
Aborigine children who were
removed from their families
and sent to white families and
church-run institutions for
cultural reprogramming.

8. When Europeans colonized
Australia, they took over good
sources of water, fisheries,
and productive land, and they
brought diseases like smallpox,
which ravaged the Aborigines.
Europeans killed Aborigines
living near colonial settlements
or forced them to move.

9. Australia’s official language is
English.

10. Australia has a parliamentary
democracy.

11. Australia has an economy that
leans heavily toward a market
system. It has one of the freest
economies in the world.

12.The 1951 ANZUS security treaty
is the foundation of defense and
security cooperation between the
United States and Australia.

Developing Critical

Thinking

1. Answers will vary but should
include ideas about diseases,
violence, and loss of land.

2. Answers will vary.

Exploring Technology

Check students’ observations.
Multidisciplinary Activity:
Art

Check students’ drawings.
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Multidisciplinary Activity:
Math

Have the class compare the area
of Australia as a percentage of the
area of the United States. (Australia
is almost 79 percent the size of the
United States: 2,988,901 / 3,794,100
=.78777602) Then, have the class
compare the area of the United
States as a percentage of the area
of Canada. (The United States is
over 98 percent the size of Canada:
3,794,100/ 3,855,102 =.98417629)

Mapping Activity

When students observe the map
where Australia is compared with
the United States, Australia appears
to be more than 79 percent the size
of the United States. What is it about
this map that gives a false impres-
sion? (The map overlay does not

Focus Countries

about three-tenths the size

af Africa; about half the size
af Scuth America dor slightly
larger than Brazily; slightly
larger than China; more than
twice the size of the European
union

| united states canada Australla
Area Comparison 3796742 sqmi 3885102 sqmi 2,988,901 5 mi
Zrd largest 2nd largest &th largest
Locatlon
Relative Slze about half the skze of Russla;

coal, oo L lead,
muljbdgﬁfrrn. phosphates,
rare earth elements, uranium,
bauxite, gold, Inon, mercury,
nickel, potash, siiver, tungsten,
zInc, petrokeum, natural gas,
timber, arabie land

Note: the US has the world's
largest coal reserves with 491
billllzn short tons accounting for
27% of the warld's total

ron ofe nickel, zinc, copper,
gold, lead, rare earth elemeants,
muolybdenum, potach,
dlamonds, sliver, fish, timber,
widlife, coal, petroleum, ratural
gas, hydropower

bauxtte, coal, Iron ore, copper,
tin, goid, sliver, uranlum,
nickel, tungsten, rare earth
elemeafts, mineral sands, kead,
zlng, diamonds, natural gas,
keum
Mote: Australla 15 the world's
largest ret exporter of coal
accounting tor 29% of global

coal exports

Emvironment largs emitter of carbon dicxide | metal smelting, coal-burning soll eroslon from overgrazing,
. . . . Tram the burning of fossl fuels; | wtilitles, and wehicle emissions | Industrial development,
include Alaska, which is a sizable ar poliution resEltlng Inacid Impacting on agricultural urbanizatian, ar?l?poc-r tarming
. ran In both the US and Canada; | and forest productivity; air actices; soll salinity risin
part of the United States'land area.) water pollution from runct polluticn mp:!nr\esumn;acld rain g.let:-theuseo‘r prg:-r quasl Ity
of pesticldes and fertlllzers; sewerely affecting lakes and water; desertification; clearing
limitted natural freshwatear damaging forests; ooean waters | for sgrcultural purposes
resources in much of the Eecoming contaminated due b | threaterns the natural habitat of
‘westarn part of the country agricultural, Industrial, mining, | many unlque animal and plant
Com pa re and Contrast require careful management; and forestry activities specles; the Great Barrier Resf
desertification off the northeast coast, the
Have students name the natural largest coral rzef In the warid
. 5 threatenad by Incraa
resources all three countries have srmaug i:r;: Its popuarity as
a tourist site; limited natura
in common. (coal, copper, lead, rare freshwater rescurces
earth elements, gold, iron, nickel,
silver, zinc, petroleum, natural gas)
Going Deeper
After reading about the environ-
mental issues of the three countries, 306
. .
have students pick one problem that ” oo o de du e b e b b -
all three countries have in common L

1mmmmmuuunuﬁnuuuuuuuuw
Tzacher Notes

and give suggestions for solving the
problem that would work in each
country.
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Identified in the Georgia

andards of Excellencea

United States Canada Australla
Ethnic Groups white T9.96% Canadlan 32.2% English 25.95
black 12.85% English 13.8% Australlan 25.4%
Aslan 4.43% French 15.5% Irlsh 7.5%,
Amerindlan and Alaska native | Scottish 14.43% Soothish 6.4%
0.97% Inish 13.8% Itallan Z.3%
native Hawallan and other German 28% Garman 3.2%
PaCIfc Islander 008% ltallan 4.5% Chiness 21%
two + races 161% Chinese 4.5% Indian 1.4%
Hispanic TE1% american Indian 4.2% Greek 1.4%
(Mote: Hispanics may be white, | other 50.9% Dutch 1.2%
black, Amerindian, or other) {Mote: Percentages add up other 15.8%
to rmore than 100% because unspecified 5.4%
respondents were able to
dentiry more than one ethnic
origin.y
Religlon Protestant 456.5% Catholic 2% Protestant I0.1%
Roman Cathollc 20.8% Protestant 20.2% Cathollc 25.3%
Marman 165 other Christian 6.3% orthodox 28%
Jehovah's Witnass 0.8% Muslim 2.2% Buddhist 2.5%
athaer Christlan 08% Hirdu 1.5% Muslim 2.2%
Jewilsh 1.9% Slkh 1.4% Hindu 1.2%
Muslim 0.59% Buddhist 11% other 1.3%
Buddhist 0.7% Jewlsh 1% none 22.3%
Hindu 0.7% other 0.6% unspeciiied 9.3%
ather 1.8% none 25.9%
uriaffillated 22,85
don't knowyrefused 0.65%
Population 223,995,528 25,362,905 24127000
Ranks Zrd Ranks Zoth Rarks 55th
Life Expectancy average: 79.8 years average: 81.9 yeas average: B215 years
male: 77.5 years male: 79.2 years make 727 years
Temale: 82 years Termale 24.6 years female: 84 74 years
Literacy about 99% of adults about 99% of adults about 99% of adults
Education 4.9% of GDP 53% of GDP 5.6% of GDP
Expendituras Ranks 6Zrd Ranks 62nd Rarks 5&th
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Multidisciplinary Activity:
Math

Have students calculate the per-
centage of people in each country
who practice or are affiliated with
some type of religion. (Do not count
“other,“unspecified,” unaffiliated,’
or“none” percentages.) (United
States: 81.5%; Canada: 75.4%; Aus-
tralia: 64.2%)

Critical Thinking

Have students study the popu-
lation figures. Though the three
countries are relatively similar in
size, the population of the United
States versus the other countries is
much larger. Ask: What is it about
Canada and Australia that make
their populations so much smaller
than the population of the United
States? (Both Canada and Australia
have large areas of land that do not
support large populations: extreme
cold in Canada and vast desert in
Australia.)
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Multidisciplinary Activity:
Art

Have students create the flags
of the United States, Canada, and
Australia—using markers, construc-
tion paper, cloth, or other materials.
Display the flags in the classroom.
They should research to find out the
reasons for the colors and symbols
of each flag.

Mapping Activity

The United States has 51 political
subdivisions (states and the District
of Columbia). What do students
observe about the number of po-
litical subdivisions in Canada and
Australia as compared to the United
States? Why do they think this is
so? (Canada has 13 provinces and
territories. Austraila has 8 states and
territories—excluding small offshore
territories. Reasons for the difference
will vary.)

Compare and Contrast

What do students observe about
the currency in the pictures? Does
US currency look rather “dull” com-
pared to that of Canada and Austra-
lia? Would students like to change
the look of our currency, and—if
so—how?

T308

Focus Countries

United States Canada Australla

Government Type a constitution-based federal a parliamentary demaocracy, a a parllamentary democracy and
republic federation, and a constitutional | @ Commoneealth realm

monarchy
Capltal City Washington, BC Ottawa Canberra
Suffrage 12 years of age; universal e years of age; universal 18 years of age; unersal and
compulsory

Matlonal Flag

Polltical Map

currency
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Identified in the Georgia Standards of Excellence

309

_ | United States | Canada Australla
GDP $17.250 trillon F1.785 trilllon F1.44Z trililon
‘GDP per caplta $54,400 (2014 est.) 45,000 (2014 est) 346,600 (2014 est.)
$5Z100 (2002 est) F4T 000 (2012 ast) F45 200 {2013 ast.)y
$62 200 (2012 ast.) $43,000 (2012 a5t 344,400 (2012 a5t}
GDP end use
Household BE% 6% 565
spending |
Govermment &% % 1a%
spending |
Business spending 7% 24% 27%
Exports/Imports A% A% 1%
GDP by sector
Agiculture 5% 1.5% 3.2%
Incustry 206% 2BE% LT%
Sanvices TIER B9.7% E20%
Labor Force by occupation
Agricuiture J% 3.0% 3.6%
Industry 20.37% 20% M
Sanices 7O.0% K 75.3%
Taxes 22% of GDP I7.8% of GDP IIE% of GDP
Budget revenues: $2.02 trilllan rewenues: $674.7 billien revenues: 3487.7 billlon
expenditures: $3.504 trillion experdituras: §704 billlon expendituras: $519.6 billion
Impaorts agricu tura| products, machinery and equiprment, machinery and transport
Industrial supplies ¢crude olly, | motor wehicles and parts, equipment, computers
capital gocds (computers, crude oll, chemicals, electricity, | and office machines,
telecommunications durable consumer goods telecommunication equiprment
equiprrent, motor wehicke and parts, crude oll and
parts, office machines, electric petroleumn products
power machinery), consumer
goods fautomoblies, clothing,
med kzines, furniture, toys)
Exparts agricuttural products muotor wehiclas and parts, coal, Iron are, gold, meat, woal,
(soybeans, frult, corn, ndustrial machinery, aluminum, wheat, machinery
Industrial supplles {arganic alrcraft, telecommun icatlons and transport equipment
chemicals), capltal goods equiprment, chemicals, plastics,
(transistors, alrcraft, motor fertilizers, wood pulp, timber,
wehlcke parts, computers, crude petroleum, natural gas,
telecommunications electricity, aluminum
equiprment), consumer goods
tautomaoblles, medicines)
Import Partners China 12.9%, LS 54.5%, China 20,58,
Canada 14.8%, China 1.5%, US100E%,
Mexloo 12.5%, Mexico 5.6% Japan 6.8%, Singapore 5%,
Japan 5.7%, Germarny 4.7%,
Germany 5.3% South Korea 4.7%
EXport Partners Canada 19.2%, US 7E.8% China 33.7%,
Mexico 14.85, Japan 18%,
China T&3%, South Korea T.4%,
Japan 4.1 Us 42%
Walue of Imports $24 trillon F474 billllon 3241 blllon
Value of Exports $1.6trlNon 3478 bllllon 3241 bllllon

Critical Thinking

What do students notice about
taxes in the three countries? Why do
they think taxes as a percentage of
GDP is so much lower in the United
States than in Canada and Austra-
lia? (Answers will vary, but could

be related to government involve-
ment in health care in Canada and
Australia.)

Class Discussion

Have students look at the exports
and observe which country exports
more “raw” materials. (Australia)

Economics Activity

Ask: Which countries have a
trade deficit and which have a trade
surplus. (The United States has a
trade deficit [more imports than
exports]. Canada has a trade surplus
[more exports than imports]. Austra-
lia is trade neutral [same number of
exports as imports].)
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Focus Countries

Did You Know?

All across the industrialized
world, women live five to ten years
longer than men. Among people
over 100 years old, 85 percent are
women.

A population pyramid illustrates the age and sex structure of a country's population and may provide insights
about politieal and soctal stability, as well as economic development. The population 15 distributed along the
horizontal axis, with males shown on the laft and females on the right. The male and female populations are
broken down into 5-year age groups representad as horizontal bars along the vertical axis, with the youngest age
groups at the hottom and the oldest at the top. The shape of the population pyramid gradually evolves over tme
based on fertility, mortality, and international migration trends.

e Unkad 5atos - 2016

!

Class Discussion

Based on a quick observation
of the pyramids, have students say
which country has the youngest

H
1

population. (Australia) What factors
would lead to a country having a
younger population?
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Multidisciplinary Activity: ne
Math

Ask: Which age bracket has the
most people in each of the coun-
tries? (US=55-59; Canada=50-54;
Australia=25-29)
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Identified in the Georgia Standards of Excellence

Answers to Comparisons 2
Questions
Asplder graph consists of plotting data on a sarles GDP per capita 1. Canada
of spokes, called radil, with each spolee rpresonting 100 2. Canada and Australia have
one variable (for example: GDP per caplta, Hteracy a0 . . .
rate, lifa axpectancy). The lengih of each spka from similar diversity.

3. United States

4. The United States is last in the
categories of life expectancy and
educational expenses, but is
highest in GDP per capita.

5. Australia

the center of the graph is proportional to the other

spokes. A line 15 drawn connecting the data polnis for — gunc 3¢
ach spolea. This glves tha graph thelook of a spider % of GDP
web, The splder graph can be used to answer such
questions as: Which charactaristics are most stmilar

between countries? A there outliers?

- g: :]t::aStates % Labor Force 6. Australia has the highest life
Australia in Agricuifure Expectancy expectancy.
7. United States
8. United States
9. Canada. (Australia is neutral.)
10.Canada
Usa tha data tables, population pyramids, and spider graph to complete each item companing the three 11.Canada
focus countries, 12. literacy rate

13. Approximate answers (without

Which country is the largest in land size2
Which mgm the most ethnically divarss? taking into consideration that 4
Which country has the greatest variety of natural rsources? of the population is in school)

Which couniry has the lowest standard of ltving? i _ .
Which country has the highest percentage of famners? are these: United States-$2,918;
Which country has the healthisst citizens? Canada-$2,754; Australia-$3,673.
In which country does industry contribute least to the GDP?

Which country or countries have a negative trade balance?

‘Which couniry or countriss have a positive rade balance?

10. Which couniry has the highest tax rate?

11. With which of these countries does the United States have the strongest trade relationship?

12. According to the spider graph, on which point of comparison are the countries most alike?

13. Challenge: Compute the dollar amount spent per year, per person, educating the population tn each
couniry. Assume that % of the population is in school and round off decimals to the nearest whale

¥omod ok e

number, as neaded.
Hint: ¥ou will nead the GOF, pementage of GDF spent on educatlon, and population of each country to
complete the task

United States Canada Australia
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